
 

Doyle School                                                                                                                                                                         

Pre K Self-Contained- Ms. Albonico 

Every month, we pick a book to read each day.  For April, the students chose, There Was an Old Lady Who 
Swallowed a Chick.  We read the book each morning.  The students recalled what the old lady swallowed.  She 
swallowed a chick, straw, egg, candy, basket, and a bow.   

!  

This month, we talked about Earth Day. We read The Earth Book by Todd Parr.  This book showed different 
ways we can care for our environment.  It was interesting hearing the different ways our class said they would 
recycle and take care of the environment! 

!  
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The students are also very excited in anticipation for the arrival of our caterpillars.  We learned about the life 
cycle of a butterfly: egg, caterpillar, chrysalis, and finally a butterfly!  
               
Pre K Self-Contained- Ms. Varettoni 

!  

Pre-K had a great April! We came back refreshed after our spring break and continued with our Tools of the 
Mind Community Helpers play theme. So far, I’d say it was our favorite! We are now transitioning into school 
theme by creating props and talking about the different roles and actions students can play. We continued our 
letter study this month, focusing on letters W, Y, and S. Everyone’s letter recognition has improved 
tremendously since September! We are well on our way to being ready for kindergarten! 

This month we celebrated Earth Day as a school on April 17. We participated in the school-wide “Penny Wars” 
to raise money for marine conservation. Although our class is rather small, we were happy to contribute what 
we could! To celebrate Earth Day, we talked about the environment and how we can take care of it. We learned 
that just like we take care of our bodies, we need to take care of our Earth so that it can stay healthy. We touched 
on pollution and how it can harm plants and animals. We have all pledged to make an effort and set an example 
of taking care of our world. 

Finally, now that spring is (hopefully) here to stay, we have been taking advantage of exploring our playground 
once again. Everyone has been SO excited to get back out there! Playground time gives students ample time to 
make new friends in other classes, practice social skills, and utilize gross motor skills. 

Hopefully as the weather gets warmer throughout May, we will get to spend even more time outside! 
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Kindergarten(Inclusion)- Ms. Sanzari/Ms. Paskas 

Another busy month in kindergarten! The students have matured so much! We cannot believe before we know 
it, they will be first graders!  

The children traveled to the ocean with Jack and Annie! They loved participating in our various  centers. They 
have become unbelievable writers. They are writing four complete sentences! It is amazing the transformation 
they have made from the beginning of the year until now.  

  In math, they learned about comparing different objects based upon their shape, size and color. In addition, 
they learned about height, weight and capacity. The students loved to make predictions of what objects were 
heavier using the classroom scale. In addition, we are learning about our different shapes! They love to look for 
objects around the classroom for the shape we are learning about.  

Overall, we had another exciting month in kindergarten! We are so proud of all the progress the students have 
made this far!  

POR/RTI Grade K & 1- Ms. Humphrey 

April has been a very busy month for my kindergarten and first grade class. We have been practicing our letters 
and sounds every day! We also have been learning more consonant digraphs! The students have learned the /ch/, 
/sh/, /th/, /qu/, and /wh/ sounds.  

This month we read Dolphins at Daybreak from the Magic Tree House book series. The students learned 
different facts about the ocean, dolphins, and fish. Every day the students listened to a chapter from the book, 
drew a picture and wrote a message. The next book we are going to read is Ghost Town at Sundown. We already 
started to learn about cowboys, the west, and horses! 

In math, we have been learning about shapes! The students love identifying different shapes they find in the 
classroom. The first graders have been learning how to tell time. The students have so much fun using the 
classroom clocks. 

We are continuing to read every day in class. We have been having so much fun during our reading centers.  

I can’t wait to see how much more my students learn in May! 

Grade 1 Mrs. Franchini 

We have been having a blast learning and growing this month!  We have been advancing in our reading skills 
every day.  Our class has been working so hard practicing main idea, making predictions, and looking back into 
the story to find clues that better help us with our comprehension.  We continue to master our spelling pattern by 
practicing with our traffic lights and center activities!  This year we have already learned over one hundred red 
words! 
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In math, we wrapped up subtraction and regrouping and moved onto learning about time.  We made our very 
own clocks and used them to help us understand time to the hour and half hour!  We have also been practicing 
using schedules to help us know when activities are happening.  

In writing, our class continues to work on developing their opinions.  We have been practicing developing topic 
sentences, finding reasons to support our opinions and wrapping up our writing with a closing sentence! 

   

Grade 1- Ms. Cortina 

Where did the year go? It’s hard to believe that April is over. We had a great month! We attended our first field 
trip and saw the The Cat in the Hat at Montclair State University. 

In writer’s workshop, we are almost finished with our unit on opinion writing. My students enjoy this type of 
writing because they are able pick something they really enjoy and get to explain why they like it so much. We 
enjoyed reading the text Duck Rabbit! It was so hard for them to decide on their opinion. It looked like both a 
duck and a rabbit! 

In word study, we learned many phonic skills this month. The first skill we learned was diphthong oo as in noon 
and oo as in cook. We learned y as a vowel. Students enjoyed working in various centers. 

In math, we finished up topic twelve on measurement. They had a lot of fun measuring several items in the 
classroom using straws, cubes, and paperclips. My students were excited to start our next topic on Time. They 
were excited to learn about analog and digital clocks. We learned to tell time by the hour. They understand that 
the minute hand is the longer one and the hour hand is the shorter. 
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In reader’s workshop, we continue to work on many important skills during daily five café centers! We have 
been working on story elements while we read the story of the week. In small groups, we’ve been working on 
comparing and contrasting, cause and effect, and problem and solution. We focused on the Miss Nelson is 
Missing! reading series this month and it was a big hit! 

In social studies, we learned about all the different kinds of landforms and bodies of water in our world. My 
students learned about the seven continents and five oceans. Everyone has done a great job memorizing where 
they are on a map. For Earth day, we talked about how important it is for us to reduce, reuse and recycle. 

Grade 1- Ms. Cucuzza 

We cannot believe how the year is flying by! April was a great month!  

In reader’s workshop, we have continued focusing on getting to know the characters in our stories. We have 
been making inferences about the characters based on what they look like, how they act, and how other 
characters react to them. We also have been reviewing problem and solution, cause and effect, and using the text 
as evidence. Our class continues to build reading stamina each month. We are able to maintain focus during 
independent reading time for twenty five minutes! I am so proud of our class!  

In word study, students are continuing to learn new word patterns through the Orton-Gillingham method. In the 
month of April, students were introduced to the dipthong oo, as well as y as a vowel.  Students have also 
mastered another fifteen red words to apply to our reading and writing. We worked on practicing our new 
reading skills and phonics patterns daily in our literacy centers. Students rotate between five centers throughout 
the week. These centers include build-mix-fix red word practice, listening center with a comprehension 
recording sheet, reading with the teacher in our guided reading groups, word work, and opinion writing. These 
centers not only challenge the students to work with their new material, but help them to retain information that 
was learned previously throughout the school year.    
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With the enVision math series, children have completed topics twelve and thirteen. In topic twelve, length, 
students learned how to compare and order objects by length. They also learned how to indirectly compare 
objects by length and measure objects with non-standard units. We had a blast measuring different objects 
around our classroom. In topic thirteen, time, students learned how to tell time to the hour and the half hour. We 
learned new songs to help us remember which hand was the minute hand, and which was the hour hand. We 
also had so much fun creating our “sun” clocks and playing “musical math” to review for our assessment.  

In writer’s workshop, we have continued to work on opinion and persuasive writing. Students are in the final 
stages of working with their peer editors to improve their writing. They have mastered when to use specific 
transition words at certain parts in their writing. They have also learned that good writers add commas to tell the 
reader that they must stop and pause. We are so excited to have our publishing party and to share our writing 
pieces with the rest of the class. Following our publishing party we will begin our fifth unit of study, poetry. 
Students will learn how to write poetry by using their five senses. 

Grade 1- Mrs. Jupinka 

In our literacy block, the children have been working very hard on their independent reading. We are up to eight 
books in our independent reading bags including non-fiction books. We continue to love our quiet reading time 
in our favorite spots. We are very excited about non-fiction! We continue to work on long vowels including 
other spellings for those sounds. Synonyms, nouns, verbs and pronouns have also been part of our daily lessons. 
The kids did a fantastic job on their “all about” project. They found so many interesting facts about the state 
they chose. 

Math: During the month of April, we finished up with addition and subtraction. We saved the best part for 
last……REGROUPING!  Most of the children feel comfortable with regrouping. Some children still like those 
little reminders on the process. We have completed working with non-standard units of measurement. We have 
begun learning about telling time to the hour and half hour. The children continue to look forward to our Friday 
math club! 

Health: Our April topic focused on smoking (rather NOT smoking). We will begin discussing safety. Our first 
lesson will be about the importance of knowing our addresses and phone numbers. Please encourage your 
children to practice these at home. Other safety topics will include stranger danger as well as summer safety. 

The winners (there was a tie) for the April tooth tally were Mrs.Franchini’s class and our class. Each class had 
seven lost teeth! 

Grade 2- Mrs. Albanese 

It was so nice to come back from maternity leave to a smiling and happy group of second graders! Although it 
took a few days to fully transition into my style of teaching and to learn my rules, the students could not have 
been more mature and adaptive during this process. I am so lucky to have this bunch!  

During ELA, we are focusing on non-fiction book clubs. The students get to work in groups to read non-fiction 
texts, answer questions , and learn new vocabulary words all while focusing on a new reading skill such as 
author’s purpose, and fact and opinion.  
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In writing, we are working on descriptive papers, where we are writing about the best place we have ever 
visited. The students are using their five senses to help organize their thoughts and are urged to use as many 
descriptive words as they can. The students also celebrated Earth Day 
by creating “trash monsters”. Everyone collected trash at or around their homes and created a special monster 
using that trash. See attached photo of the super-creative monsters that were 
created!  

!  

In math, we learned the value of coins and spent our days counting money! The students especially liked 
working with half dollars and dollar coins, especially the ones with Sacagawea on them! 

All in all, we had a great first month together and are continuing to learn and grow as a group. I can’t wait to see 
what May has in store for us! 
 
Grade 2- Ms. Delatorre  

In math, students continued to count money and finished the topic by creating organized lists to show different 
combinations. Students also continued to add and subtract coin amounts, and 

estimated the sum and difference of two digit numbers. They brought in twenty five cents for five days, in five 
different combinations. With this money, they were able to shop daily for small toys at “Delatorre Deals”. The 
money will be donated to a cancer society, along with the other money from the whole second grade.  
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In reading, students continued to work collaboratively in non-fiction book clubs, using leveled books from 
Reading A-Z.  Students had previously worked in non-fiction book clubs, and were familiar with the concept. 
One skill we worked on was cause and effect. The April bulletin board display shows a cause and effect from 
their daily reading that students completed. We also focused on using text clues and our schema to make an 
inference. 

  

Superintendent’s Monthly Report 
April, 2019 

!8



In writing, students continue to strengthen their handwriting skills. Students just published their opinion writing 
after editing and revising. They selected their favorite food and wrote reasons why it is the best. They also 
learned about homophones.  

In social studies, students identified and learned about different kinds of landforms and water. They learned 
about reusing, reducing, and recycling for Earth Day. They also completed a flap book and identified ways to 
protect our land, air, water, and animals. 

  

 The second grade participated in our yearly “Doyle Trash Pickup” around the perimeters of Doyle.  

Grade 2- Mrs. Engel/Mrs. Micowski 

Trash Monsters: In honor of Earth Day each student created a trash monster using various recyclable items.  
Prior to making their trash monsters the students gained insight on the importance of recycling from our second 
grade recycling program. 

In reader’s workshop, we have started our non-fiction book clubs.  Each week the students are broken up into 
groups and each group has a different topic to focus on.  The students are learning different comprehension 
skills they can apply when reading their non-fiction text.   So far the students worked on filling out a KWL chart 
showing what they already know, what they want to know, and what they learned about their topic. They have 
learned how to identify the main idea and supporting details of a non-fiction text. The students also learned how 
to compare and contrast topics within a text. They are also able to identify the author’s purpose of a text. The 
students have had discussions within their book clubs to share their thoughts and feelings about the topic of 
their non-fiction books.  

Persuasive writing was the unit of study in writer’s workshop this month.  The students have been learning how 
to differentiate between a fact and opinion.  The students have chosen a topic to persuade someone about.  They 
have completed their network trees and used them to start writing their rough drafts. 
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In math, we have focused on measurement. In topic fifteen the students had fun exploring the different units of 
measurement.  The students learned about inches, feet, yards, centimeters, and meters.  They had fun applying 
their measuring skills to measure things around the classroom.  

We are using multi-sensory techniques from the Orton-Gillingham program to learn how to spell and read 
words during word study. The students have been practicing how to read and spell words with the sound of 
“igh” like in night.  They have also been introduced to “bossy r” and have been practicing reading and writing 
words with er, ir, and ur.  

In science, the students continued our unit in science: Works of Water. Students began to explore that changes to 
the earth’s surface can happen slowly through the process of erosion. Students conducted an investigation by 
modeling what happens to land when it continually rains. Students constructed an explanation for how the water 
changed the land. They discovered that water is incredibly powerful - even powerful enough to move the earth’s 
surface! Heavy rains wash away dirt and rocks, creating canyons - this process is called erosion. Most canyons 
have rivers flowing from them, and as time passes the water continues to carry away dirt, rocks, and sand. 
Because of this, canyons continue to grow deeper and wider over time. 

 

Superintendent’s Monthly Report 
April, 2019 

!10



Grade 2- Ms. Vega 
Grade 2- Ms. Vega 

!  

!  
    
April was a busy month for second grade! Students learned all about the earth and our environment in honor of 
Earth Day. We also built trash monsters out of recyclable items around our houses to present and display. They 
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also took their last field trip of the year to the Turtleback Zoo where they got to put all their research skills and 
knowledge about animals to the test! 

In literacy, we started our non-fiction book clubs. To go with our earthly theme, we learned about incredible 
places to stay around the world. As a class, we decided it would be awesome to stay at the Giraffe Manor in 
Africa where you can feed giraffes right from your hotel room! We also learned about different species of owls 
and the science behind rainbows! Did you know that rainbows are actually optical illusions?  

In math, we completed Unit three which covers three-digit addition &subtraction, measurement, and repeated 
addition. Students had the opportunity to generate their own three digit numbers and what operation to practice 
on rain clouds.  

In writing, students practiced our comparing and contrasting skills on two of the animals we’ve researched over 
the year. We started the process with Venn diagrams and slowly, but surely turned the Venn diagram into a 
paragraph.  

!  

POR/RTI Grade 2- Mrs. Caicedo 

April was a busy and exciting month in the resource center.  In reading, students have learned the routine of the 
classroom and worked hard during the time spent here. Students are continuing to work on red words and green 
words, using a multisensory approach to learning phonics. Additionally, they are independently reading books 
on their reading level and in the area of comprehension; students have been focusing on the skills drawing 
conclusion and inferencing and are beginning to work on making judgments while reading a text. We have 
finished our Henry and Mudge series and have started to read Ready Freddy, where we are working on making 
predictions, drawing conclusion and character traits. 
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In mathematics, students have finished working on three-digit addition and subtraction and have now started 
working on geometry which they are really enjoying! 

Kidz Care had a very exciting month in April. We completed the Doyle School Penny War and were able to 
raise over $1,500 for a marine life conservancy! 

Grade 3- Mrs. Campagna 

Welcome to fourth marking period!  We are in the homestretch now and starting at WRIS in September, as third 
grade at Doyle is coming to an end.  Please remember to check your child’s planner each night as well as my 
website for important dates and reminders.   

Dates for Art Club:   May 1, 15, 29 
                         June 5 
                       

In literacy, we added Author’s Purpose to the ever growing list of skills needed to comprehend text!  Lively 
book talks continued this month as we revisited our fictional unit.  
Do not forget to check out your child’s Google account.   Google Docs, Google Classroom and Google Slides 
will show you the skills they have learned. 

Periods 3/4 started their last part of our reader’s workshop fictional unit.  This month they went on a crazy ride 
with Nick Allen and the other funny fifth graders in the book Frindle.  While identifying characters, different 
settings and the plot that unfolded, my students also created a colorful list of character traits for Nick Allen. 
 Little did Nick know that he had met his match with the very mysterious and somewhat strict Mrs. Granger.  
Nick goes to “battle” with Mrs. Granger over….the dictionary!  His little prank not only makes him famous but 
in the end, it makes Nick a millionaire.  Need a frindle???  I have black, blue, purple, and red ones.  Not sure 
what a frindle is????   Just ask your child! 

Periods 6/7 learned what it takes to be one cool third grader when they read the book How to Be Cool in Third 
Grade.  This funny realistic fiction book kept us laughing and wondering what would happen to Robbie next.  
We were introduced to many interesting characters.  These characters switched settings each chapter while the 
plot stayed the same.  While trying to figure out what it takes to be a “cool” kid...Robbie learns a very valuable 
lesson.  Being cool isn’t what you wear or how you act.  Being cool means being true to yourself and not 
changing for anyone!  

Your child can access all of our incredible websites at home!  They can sharpen their comprehension skills on 
RAZ Kids, Read Works, & Into the Book.  They can read their favorite genre on Tumble books.  They can write 
their own stories on Story Maker.  Need help keyboarding??  Check out typing.com! 

In writer’s workshop, my class started our final fictional unit.  We concentrated on point of view.  Students 
learned that characters can recall story events in very different ways.  To start our unit we read the Judy Blume 
book The Pain & the Great One. It was a funny story that followed the adventures of a brother and sister who 
believe that the other is loved best by their parents. 

We completed another amazing science topic this month!   
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In topic five, my little scientists learned about the life cycles of butterflies, frogs, and ladybugs.  To support this 
topic, the class had the pleasure of watching ladybug larva change to pupas and then adult ladybugs.  The 
process took about three weeks.  Students were amazed at the changes that were happening right before their 
very eyes each day.  Students helped keep Ladybug Land the perfect environment for the larva and then pupa to 
thrive.  Each day students made sure that water was in the volcano of Ladybug Land.  As the ladybugs emerged 
from the pupa stage, they needed a snack….raisins!  They were hungry!!!  After a week, the class had to release 
the ladybugs.  It felt good to watch the metamorphosis right before our eyes.  It was truly a great learning 
experience! 

A great way to acknowledge Earth Day was an incredible contest run by the third grade Kidz Care Club called 
the Penny Wars!  Each class brought in spare change to be donated to the Sea Shepherd organization that helps 
clean up our oceans so that all marine life can live and thrive successfully!  A wonderful assembly showed each 
of us how important it is to keep our oceans clean!  And the winner of the Penny Wars was…...OUR CLASS!!!! 
 A special thank you to our  
media specialist, Mrs. Diaz for treating us with a cupcake party! 

A huge thank you to Mr. Ezio Altamura and Mr. George Meglio for our town council & shade tree commission 
for presenting each of us with a seedling to help the tree population in Wood-Ridge continue to flourish.  We 
were treated to a wonderful assembly and learned the importance that trees play in our community.   

SAVE THE DATES 

May 7, 8, 9:   NJSLA Testing (formerly PARCC) Period 3/4 
                       Reading/Math 

May 14, 15, 16:  NJSLA Testing (formerly PARCC) Period 6/7 
                             Reading/Math 

May 20:  Class Trip - Van Saun Park, Paramus 

May 24, 27, 28:  NO SCHOOL 

May 30:  Spring Concert at 9:15 in the All Purpose Room 

June 5:  Field Day 

June 11:  Class Trip - STEAM Lab, Maywood 

June 21:  Third Grade Farewell Ceremony - 9:00-10:00 All Purpose Room  

Thank you for your continued support in all we do.   
Remember…I am an email away at bcampagna@wood-ridgeschools.org.    
Don’t forget to check out my website on the Wood-Ridge Schools web page!!   
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Grade 3- Mrs. Hynes 

Math:  Our math class began learning about area and perimeter this month. Students learned to calculate both 
the area and perimeter of polygons and are excited to use these new skills next month when designing their very 
own dream houses!  Students studied the relationship between area and perimeter as well as how to use the 
distributive property to calculate area.  Students also became familiar with the NJSLA testing format as they 
completed practice tests and participated in review games in preparation for the state assessment. 
   
Science:  This month students continued to learn about living things with a study on life cycles and adaptations. 
 Students studied the life cycles of butterflies, caterpillars, grasshoppers, frogs and ladybugs.  The highlight of 
the unit was caring for ladybug larva and watching them grow into ladybugs.  The students kept an online 
journal chronicling the development of the ladybugs daily.  The unit concluded with releasing the ladybugs.  It 
was a great learning experience for all.  
                       
                      

! !  

 Grade 3- Ms. Moccia 

This month math, we mastered many topics.  Some of these topics were perimeter, area, and graphing.    The 
students learned about three different types of graphs: line plots, bar graphs, and pictographs.  We practiced 
reading data from each graph and creating our own graphs.  

This month in literacy/language arts, the students reviewed many story skills such as point of view, author’s 
purpose, and theme.  Students were also introduced to folktales, fables, and poems.  Lastly, the students worked 
on creating their own fictional stories.  In both math and literacy/language arts students were exposed to NJSLA 
practice materials; such as the NJSLA practice website and NJSLA practice packets.  
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In science, we learned all about the life cycle of animals and plants.  Also, in this unit students learned about 
natural selection.  Students were introduced to a web quest where they were able to read articles online and 
watch videos about the life cycle of a butterfly. As students worked on this assigned web quest they had the 
opportunity to create a life cycle of a butterfly pamphlet.  Students described and illustrated each step of the life 
cycle. 

POR/RTI Grade 3- Mrs. Gibney 

April flew by so quickly! 

In resource literacy class, we continued our Orton-Gillingham phonetic sequence and have reviewed all learned 
phonemes.  For our new material, we studied multisyllabic words and syllable division.  We also learned the 
suffix of “tion” and the schwa sound.  We continue to review red words, work on our sentence structure, and 
practice capitalization and punctuation.  We are almost done with the cursive alphabet! 

For our writing skills, we focused on writing a short story.  We concentrated on elements of a story and having a 
beginning, middle, and end.  The students had a great time writing and illustrating their own books!   

For reading, we read many folk tales, fables, legends, and fairy tales from different cultures.  The children 
learned how to identify similes, personification, onomatopoeia, alliteration, and hyperbole.   

In math, we wrapped up fractions and moved onto data.  We have been working with line plots, pictographs, 
and bar graphs.  We had a good time graphing skittles! 

Speech Therapist- Ms. Allen 

We continue to work hard during speech class in our small group/ individual speech therapy sessions. Speech 
instruction for all students is working toward complete carryover of accurate sound productions and/or 
improvement of language goals. Therapy sessions are individualized to each child’s needs, and technology of 
the iPad is being incorporated into therapy sessions as appropriate. 

This month we finished our project for spring. Children were required to come up with words relating to spring 
that contain their speech sounds.  This addressed categorization and vocabulary while using good speech and 
language.  
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Speech- Ms. Amadeo 

We started off the month with a raindrop craft for April! I had each child think of what they like to do in spring. 
If a child has articulation goals, I had the children say their sounds as they were making the craft. For children 
in Pre-K or kindergarten, I targeted goals such as following directions, increasing MLU (I see a raindrop!) and 
requesting items (blue crayon please!). This was a great activity that I could incorporate everyone’s goals so 
every child could participate. After, I hung up the raindrops in my speech room for all of the children to admire 
their good work. 

Occupational Therapy- Mrs. DeFilippo 

During the month of April, students continued to work hard during occupational therapy in small group/ 
individual sessions in order to meet individualized goals. This month students continued to work to complete 
spring related crafts and writing assignment, with modifications/adaptions to the assignment for each grade 
level. Students also went on scavenger hunts to find eggs hidden throughout the environment to address visual 
scanning and gross motor objectives while moving throughout the environment. Students then worked on near 
point copying by writing words/sentences hidden within the eggs dependent on each individuals writing level. 
Students in the elementary and middle school continue to work towards printing fluency through fine motor 
development, multisensory activities, and repetitive printing practice.  

Physical Education- Mr. Aranda 

In April the students of Doyle have transitioned from dance & fitness activities/games to the (indoor/gym) 
parachute. You may be wondering how a simple piece of equipment could be so significant to a physical 
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education program and beneficial to the students. Keep in mind that a developmentally appropriate physical 
education program seeks to holistically educate children in the cognitive, psychomotor, and affective domains. 
Learning to cooperate with others, working together, and solving problems are essential life skills. However, 
teaching cooperative skills is often taken for granted or assumed that students already possess the needed skills 
to successfully share goals, communicate, and solve problems. Believe it or not but the indoor parachute 
activities blend all the learning domains together in an exciting and motivating unit of learning.  

Parachute activities provide many benefits, including cooperative skill development, all-inclusive active 
participation, muscular strength & endurance development, aerobic capacity enhancement and of course tons of 
fun. All students can continuously and vigorously participate regardless of their skill ability or fitness level.  

Some of the parachute activities include; interval running, spinning wheel, color exchange, switch, cloud, up! 
up! & away, class portrait, dome, change over, popcorn, merry-go-round, air conditioning, museum, mouse trap, 
cat & mouse, and para-jaws…just to name a few. 

Also in April students across all grade levels turned their focus to riding the much anticipated indoor scooter 
boards. Scooter boards are also a ton of fun but can be quite risky to ride if not handled properly. That’s why the 
students must first learn and discuss safety procedures & proper scooter riding etiquette/technique before they 
can even mount one. After the discussion students are ready for action, and begin to ride scooters. Learning and 
putting into practice various riding methods ranging in difficulty from basic to more challenging, progressively 
engaging in individual, partner and group scooter activities/games.  

Not only can scooters be beneficial for the development of physical fitness but also positively reinforces each 
participant’s responsibility of self and respect for others.   

Art- Mrs. Jeffrey 

The Pre-K artists created Wildflower Gardens inspired by the artist Claude Monet.  Mrs. Jeffery read The 
Magical Garden of Claude Monet by Laurence Anholt.  Asa class, they discussed how Monet used tiny brush 
strokes of color to create his paintings.  They learned Monet liked to paint outside during different times of the 
day. This type of artwork is called impressionism! Students then built their own garden just like Monet.  They 
chose to paint their garden on light blue paper (for a morning painting).  They learned for a garden to grow, 
flowers need sun and dirt.  Students colored their sun using yellow chalk pastel.  Next, they filled in their “dirt” 
by sponge painting with olive green and brown paint. They drew tall grass using three shades of green oil pastel.  
Mrs. Jeffery then splattered “seeds” on top of their gardens with white paint.  Lastly, students filled their garden 
with beautiful flowers using paint and printmaking materials.  

The kindergarten artists created Sea Turtles inspired by the artwork of Jason DeCaires Taylor in correlation with 
their classroom unit on the ocean.  DeCaires Taylor was sad to see how people were polluting the oceans.  
Students learned the polluted oceans are causing the ocean animals and plant life to become very sick and hurt. 
Jason Decaires Taylor wanted to use his art to help the ocean.  To do this he created sculptures using a special 
concrete that helps sea plants like coral, crustaceans, and ocean animals to live and grow.  In an effort to help 
the sea turtles, students used recycled materials to paint their beautiful sea turtle ocean scenes! 
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The first grade artists have been working on their self-portrait emojis inspired by artist Takashi Murakami.  
Students began by discussing what a portrait is.  They learned that a portrait not only shows what a person looks 
like, but can also reveal different traits about that person.  For example, what their favorite food is, their favorite 
hobby, or what their favorite holiday is.  They also examined how a person’s expression can change by how 
they are feeling.  Students observed in mirrors how their face changes when they are excited, nervous, shocked, 
or tired. Students then completed a worksheet that matched famous portrait paintings with the emoji that 
matched the closest.  Using their favorite colored markers, students filled in a color diffusing circle.  Mrs. 
Jeffery then sprayed water on top of their circles.  Students observed how the colors mix and melt together in a 
circle on their paper.  To complete their emojis, students will be adding individual features and expressions.  
Lastly, students wrote a compliment to themselves.  They shared what they are most proud of and what they like 
best about themselves. 

The second grade artists began their donut sculptures inspired by Peter Anton.  They began by creating a form 
for their donut using aluminum foil and shredded newspaper.  To keep their form, students covered them with 
plaster strips.  Students chose the flavor to paint their donuts.  They also selected the finish for their donuts- 
glossy or matte.  Students observed how a glossy finish made their donuts look glazed where a matte finish 
made their donuts look powdery.  They will complete their sculptures by assembling their icing and will learn 
various techniques to decorate them. 

The third grade artists worked on their abstract portraits inspired by Sandra Silberzweig.  They began by 
discussing her work and how she uses her unique ability to see, smell, taste, feel, and hear color in her artwork.  
The classes discussed how Sandra took something that made her different to create beautiful masterpieces. To 
further explain Sandra’s unique sense, Mrs. Jeffery read to students The Girl Who Sees Colors illustrated by 
Vanessa Brantley-Newton.  Students followed a guided drawing to draw features.  They used a variety of lines 
and shapes to create their abstract drawings.  Next, students discussed color families and learned about 
analogous colors. Students used analogous color sets to fill in their portraits with chalk pastels.  Third grade 
artists will be adding patterns and lines to their portraits using oil pastels. 

Music- Mr. LaBelle 

First, second & third grade have been reviewing pitch, rhythm and lyrics for songs and have been practicing 
reading notes on the staff by identifying line and space notes and labeling notes with the appropriate letter name 
and then playing songs in groups and individually on the xylophones. Students also finished up learning about 
classical and modern composers, respectively. Kindergarten and Pre-K have been preparing: On Top of 
Spaghetti, America, the 

Library/Media- Mrs. Diaz 

Doyle students have been working on research projects for Earth Day.   Students were able to pick their own 
Earth Day topic to research. They used what they learned about the Dewey Decimal System along with their 
technology skills as part of their research development. Students will then have the opportunity to present their 
findings to the class (optional). 
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Circulation Reminder: 
Books must be returned before the end of the school year. I plan on sending out reminders very soon. We do not 
charge fines for overdue books. However, fines are charged for lost or damaged books. Report cards will not be 
issued at the end of the year to students who have overdue books or unpaid fines. 
  
ESL- Ms. Manicone 

This month has been very exciting.  Our new students and the rest of the class have been busy.  They started 
learning about the alphabet and different sounds each letter makes.  Our classmates helped them brainstorm 
words that began with each letter and play games.  We have learned about different materials and how we use 
them in school.  We also began a unit about the parts of the body.  Students would take turns identifying, 
drawing and labeling faces and bodies.  All students enjoyed playing “Simon Says”.   “Wave your arms, shake 
your head, wiggle your foot, cover your ears, etc.”  This allowed them to practice understanding what some new 
verbs meant and to practice where the different parts of the body are located.   

 Intermediate School                                                                                                                                              

Grade 4 – May 

Thank you for welcoming me back to WRIS! I look forward to a great end of the year!  

English Language Arts- This month flew by!  In our classes, we have begun reading our spring novel, Number 
the Stars! The students absolutely love this book already. We discussed the historical background of World War 
II and the Holocaust in order to give the students a better understanding of the story. Once we started the book, 
we quickly began reading, discussing, and responding to the reading with activities and response questions. 
They cannot wait to keep reading in this book and it is amazing how interested they are! This is definitely one 
of my personal favorites too!  

Social Studies- This month, we kicked off Chapter 4 on The Civil War. The students were so interested in 
learning about the war and slavery. We spent some time activating prior knowledge and building background 
about this unit of study. The students learned about Harriet Tubman and her experiences on the Underground 
Railroad. We watched a cartoon classic on her escape from slavery as well. The students also worked on a web 
quest about the Underground Railroad and really got to read about the ins and outs of the whole secret operation 
in our history. We officially began the chapter with an introduction lesson involving a gallery walk of primary 
sources where students will partook in a "museum" and analyze photographs (see pictures). Students worked 
together to record what they observed in the photo stations and think about how they could connect to the Civil 
War and slavery. The culminating class discussion allowed for me to see what students already knew and what 
they were interested or confused about. I think they will really love reading about this topic in our next chapter! 
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Grade 4 – Johnson 
          
I hope that everyone had a nice break and enjoyed the holidays.  Our class was very happy and ready for 
vacation.  Thank you to our class moms who sent in some yummy snacks which was a perfect way to start the 
break. 
                                                                                                            

  ! !  

It is so hard to believe that we are coming to the end of the school year.  It seems to have gone by so quickly.  
These last months will be very busy for our 4th graders.  We have so much to look forward to: two class trips, 
Field Day, concerts, plays and assemblies.  It is hard to believe that the summer will be here before you know it. 
          
Math1 – We have been working with measurement using customary units. and metric units.  The children 
worked with converting the different units and with finding the area and perimeter of various shapes, both 
regular and irregular.  We have almost finished the textbook.  Once we do, we will be using the last few weeks 
of school to complete a few projects that involve working with the skills that we have learned throughout the 
year.  One project we will be working on involves the students constructing a zoo exhibit focusing on the area 
and perimeter of their exhibit.  They will also be completing and presenting an ongoing project in which they 
designed their own resort and then calculated the costs involved with furnishing it.  
Of course, we have continued to work hard practicing and preparing for the NJ PARCC test that the children 
will be taking this month. 

Math 2 – The children have been very busy working on fraction skills.  We have completed Chapter 11, during 
which students worked with equivalent fractions, and ordering and comparing by finding common 
denominators.    We have moved on to Chapter 12, which involves adding and subtracting fractions and mixed 
numbers with like denominators.  
Of course, we have continued to work hard practicing and preparing for the NJ PARCC test that the children 
will be taking this month.  As we did with geometry, we have started our Measurement Mondays.  Each week 
we work with customary and metric measurement to help students review for what they may see on the test. 
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Science -  In this last month we finished learning about how the brain receives and processes information and 
the steps involved with the eye and ear that allow us to see and hear, and how the brain interprets that 
information.  Our next unit involves the transfer of energy.  We have started learning about the transfer of heat 
energy.  We have completed a variety of activities that demonstrate that heat transfers from warm to cold 
objects, that some objects conduct heat better than others, and that heat can change the size of an object. 

!   !  

                                !  

Science activities to demonstrate how heat can change the size of an object. 
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Grade 4 – Hamerling 

Social Studies 
  
 Students completed Chapter 3: An Independent Country.  In Lesson 4: A New Nation, a New State, 
students learned about the rights guaranteed in the Constitution and the Bill of Rights, as well as New Jersey’s 
role in creating these documents.  In Lesson 5: New Jersey Develops, students learned how science and 
technology affected New Jersey’s growth and development in the early 1800s.   
 Chapter 4: The Civil War was introduced to students in a variety of ways.  First, the wordless picture 
book Unspoken was used for students to analyze the pictures and decide what was happening without having 
any background knowledge.  There was a class discussion about notes taken.  Once students were told the time 
period of the book, the way they viewed the illustrations and the story changed to explain more about slavery 
and the Underground Railroad.  The textbook introduction story Harriet Tubman, Guide to Freedom was also 
read a discussed.  Students also had the opportunity to learn more about the Underground Railroad by 
completing a webquest and responding to questions based on the primary sources, photographs, etc provided on 
the site. 
 Currently, students have begun reading Chapter 4 Lesson 1: The Fight Against Slavery to understand the 
differing opinions people had about slavery during the Civil War. 

Language Arts 
  
 At the beginning of the month, students complete a figurative language unit by reviewing hyperbole, 
personification, onomatopoeia, and idioms. 
 Currently, we have begun our last novel for the school year titled Number the Stars by Lois Lowry to 
connect to our curriculum about the Holocaust.  While reading, students will practice incorporating a number of 
reading strategies, comprehension skills, writing tools, and projects.  As an introduction to the novel, we read 
Terrible Things and The Butterfly to learn some background information about the time period. 

Students continued to complete grammar review activities at the beginning of each class and completed 
a reading log for homework each week. 
   

Grade 4 – Romoff 

Math this month was all about fractions. A lot of hands on experiences have been used to model and 
demonstrate mathematic concepts, including equivalent fractions, adding and subtracting fractions. Students  
are becoming comfortable with these concepts and are able to recognize when the answer needs to be reduced 
or simplified. The students have also been working with measurement skills. They have been recognizing the 
various customary units of measurement for length, capacity, and weight. Children have also learned how to 
convert one customary unit f measure to another, for example, gallons to quarts. Students continue to practice 
skills learned this year with problem solving and with the four operations. 

Science in April focused on completing the unit of the eye and ear. Students have really become experts in these 
interesting organs. April’s weather may have been cold outside, but inside the class was definitely heating up. 
Students began learning about the transfer of heat and are beginning to have a good understanding of 
conduction, convection and radiation. Several videos have been shown demonstrating these concepts and the 
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students have been able connected their understanding of the transfer of heat by convection to the concept of 
convection currents, which was taught when learning about magma moving inside the earth. 

Grade 4 – Trentacosti 

Language Arts 
  
 In April, students finished up the Figurative Language unit from last month.  This month we focused 
specifically on hyperbole, idioms, onomatopoeia, and personification.  This was a very lively unit where 
students analyzed poems and other examples of figurative language as well as completed a variety of activities 
to show their mastery of this type of language. 

We also began our novel study of Number the Stars this month!  Students were given background 
information to the historical setting of the novel and events such as World War II and the Holocaust were 
introduced and discussed.  Students also located Denmark, the country in which the novel takes place, on a map 
of Europe and we discussed its location in the continent.  

Students have been highly engaged in the emotional story and the characters thus far.  We have read the 
first chapters together in class and students completed a variety of tasks to review important events and to show 
their understanding of the story.  Students completed Quick Quizzes, wrote journal entries, did vocabulary 
activities, and completed character analyses.   

Students will continue with Number the Stars into the month of May and we are all looking forward to 
the remainder of the story as well as excited for the novel activities that are coming up.   

Grade 5 – Ciliotta 

How do Earth’s systems interact? 

April was an exciting month in Science.  The hydrosphere consists of the total amount of water on the planet.  
During this unit students immersed themselves with knowledge about water.    We explored and learned how the 
hydrosphere as well as other earth’s systems are constantly interacting.  We watched videos about natural 
disasters and created graphs to find out how much water is available in the world.   Students learned that most 
of the water available to us is not fit for human consumption.  This presented us with a challenge because there 
is no equal access to water around the world.  As a result, one of our STEM activities included the building of a 
filter that would help to clean dirty water.  Students applied engineering principles and definitely stepped up to 
the challenge to create some ingenious designs.   We further explored how the hydrosphere, atmosphere, 
biosphere and geosphere interact during natural disasters.  I look forward to a stellar ending  to the year as we 
complete our last unit on space.  Thank you for supporting our Science experiments. It is very much 
appreciated. 

!  
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  Math 
Decimal Division      

In the month of April, math students continued their progression of decimal skills.  We focused mainly on 
learning to divide decimals by whole numbers, whole numbers by decimals and decimals by decimals.   Kahoot 
and center activities have become part of our learning routine and students really enjoy participating 
independently and with teams.  Student scores in both STAR and Think Through Math continue to increase and 
students are really working hard to achieve 100 percent of our Think Through Math goal. Our upcoming topic 
of study will focus on Data Collection and Representation. 
          

Grade 5 – Muscle 

Ms. Muscle 5th grade ELA  
During our class time, we are continuing to work on our skills and strategies. We begin our next novel, 

George Washington’s Socks. To begin this class reading, we worked in cooperative groups to rotate through 
learning centers that were all based upon the American Revolution, specifically George Washington and the 
Battles of Trenton. We began reading our novel and are enjoying the story and its characters so far. 

We continue to respond to daily journal prompts that are based off national holidays, some real and 
some not so real. We enjoy sharing them aloud and having energizing class discussions. 

We are also continuing to prepare for our PARCC test during May. We are reading passages, answering 
text dependent questions, and answering written responses that ask us to use all our skills and strategies. 

Ms. Muscle 5th grade Social Studies  
 During Social Studies, the students continue to study early American colonization. Students have 
learned about the daily life of colonists during this time period. Students also completed the study of the French 
and Indian War and are excited to continue to explore the causes of the American Revolution. 
 Students continue to use virtual interactive BrainPop episodes to reinforce new concepts and engage 
cognitive activity through an educational cartoon.  The use of graphic organizers and close readings has 
enhanced the material and increased retention. They have reviewed material by engaging in an interactive 
review, using Kahoot! and Quizziz after specific lessons and/or review sessions. 
 Our DARE program continues during Social Studies with Officers Marchitelli and Vitkovsky of the 
WRPD. They filmed their DARE pledges for the graduation video. They have started the material on cocaine 
and other addictive substances. Students are looking forward to guest speakers from the WRPD and the Bergen 
County SWAT team.  
  

Grade 5 – Oppido 

HP Math: 
With having Spring Break at the end of this month, we weren’t able to get through too much.  We were able to 
complete Topic 15, which involved classifying plane figures and then at the end of the month, we completed 
Topic 16: Coordinate Geometry. The class was able to create pictures on a coordinate graph, writing down every 
step they did and then they switched with a partner who was then asked to follow the steps to recreate the 
picture.  They had a blast doing this!  The NJSLA Test is being administered during the first few weeks of May, 
so we also have worked on online reviews in class as well.  We are completing the tutorials as well as practice 
tests online to help prepare for the state test.     
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Math:  
With the month being shortened by Spring Break, Topic 14 was completed.  It concentrated on finding and 
plotting data on line plots. As the topic was taught, they were required to complete a project with a classmate 
that involved making a survey, collecting and tallying data and then creating a line plot with the founded 
information. We were able to finish Topic 15: Classifying Plane Figures, which they did a great job with 
polygons, quadrilaterals, and triangles. We also have been working on NJSLA-Math Review in class as well; 
completing the tutorials as well as practice tests online to help prepare for the test that is coming up in the 
beginning of May.  

Science: 
The classes gave their presentations on their biomes. Below are pictures of them with their final products 
(which are also displayed in the front foyer of the building).  

!        !       !  

!            !         !  
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!        !       !  

!      !      !  

Since then, we have moved on to the Unit of the Earth and Universe, where the students are learning about how 
the stars’ distance from Earth affects its brightness, a rotation of Earth causes day and night and the path of the 
sun changes from month to month.  These are just a few concepts they are learning about within this unit but the 
students are all eager to keep on learning!  They just finished up an activity on understanding what a light year 
is too! Below are a couple of pictures. 
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Grade 5 – Palmieri 

Language Arts 

Students continue to work on a variety of skills and strategies.  We have started out new novel from Elvira 
Woodruff, George Washington’s Socks. To introduce the novel, students worked in cooperative groups to rotate 
through learning centers that were all based upon the American Revolution, specifically George Washington and 
the Battles of Trenton.  Students continue to work on activities related to the novel including daily journal 
prompts comprehension questions. We are also continuing to prepare for our PARCC test during May. Students 
have been reading passages, answering text dependent questions, and answering written responses that ask us to 
use all of their skills and strategies. 

Social Studies 

During Social Studies, the students continue to study early American colonization. Students have learned about 
the daily life of colonists during this time period. Students have just completed the study of the French and 
Indian War. We have started to explore the causes of the American Revolution. Students continue to use virtual 
interactive BrainPop episodes to reinforce new concepts and engage cognitive activity through an educational 
cartoon. The use of graphic organizers and close readings has enhanced the material and increased retention.  
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Grade 6 – Borrell 

English- The Sixth Graders are getting ready to complete the NJSLA test and are working hard to prepare.  
They are ready to show their skills and I know that we are going to be very proud when we get their scores.  We 
have started our final novel of the year, The Giver. This is a science fiction/dystopian novel written by Lois 
Lowry.  The students are loving the novel and have had so many interesting discussions on important social 
issues and just how important freedom of choice is to you. They completed a poster that illustrates the very 
important Ceremony of Twelve in the novel where we find out that Jonas is the new Receiver of Memory for 
the community.  We are all excited to see what happens to Jonas and what this community is hiding. 

!   !  

Social Studies – The historians have started the chapter on Ancient Greece.  We will learn many different things 
about this interesting society from Athens to Sparta! The students will complete a research project on a Famous 
Greek.  The Greeks have so many historical figures that still impact our lives today.  Research will be done on 
famous historical figures such as Sophocles, Plato, Alexander the Great, and Hippocrates.  These were the 
creators of philosophy, medicine, and great kingdoms. The accomplishments of this ancient society continue to 
impact our lives today. The year is almost complete and we cannot believe it has gone by so quickly! 

Grade 6 – Koernig 
        
Students are diligently reading their Read for Real Book, taking notes, and answering essay questions on Google 
Classroom.  As the third marking period commenced we started our new mentor text, we are reading the The 
Giver, by Lois Lowry. We are focusing on the following on the reading skills: internal and external character 
traits and the symbolism found in chapters five through eight.  We continue to correctly respond to reading 
questions and fill out a Literature Log and on each chapter.  

!  

Superintendent’s Monthly Report 
April, 2019 

!29



Social Studies:  
We have finished Chapter 5, Ancient China.  Students learned about the geography of China. They read about 
Confucius and his teaching, how warring kingdoms united, and all the great achievements of Ancient China.  
We took a closer look at China by completing a Ancient China Webquest.  Students are excited to research 
Famous Greeks in Chapter 6!  

Grade 6 – Molta 

Upon returning from our spring break, the students were eager to share how they had spent their time off. Many 
went on vacations outside of the state; others took long weekend trips to nearby areas, and others simply got to 
relax. Regardless of their activities, they were all ready to be back at school! 

Math:  For the month of April we spent our time learning about statistics. We created statistical questions and 
collected data. We then organized the data into graphs. We also analyzed our data by finding the mean, median, 
mode, range, and mean absolute deviation! We furthered our statistics knowledge by creating and analyzing 
stem and leaf plots, histograms and frequency tables, and box plots.  

Science:  In science we learned all about the geologic time scale. We learned that the geologic time scale is 
divided up into eras and periods. This was extremely exciting as we were able to trace the exact series of events 
that led up to modern day humans! Our favorite part was discussing the Jurassic Period. To further this 
excitement, we paleontologists created our own dinosaurs! We did this by investigating the Greek and Latin 
stems used to describe dinosaurs by their physical attributes and behavioral characteristics. 

Grade 6 – Negro 

April was a great month in sixth grade!  In science, students began learning about the history of the Earth.  
Students modeled the process of determining the age of a rock based on its layers using clay.  (picture attached)  
Students also completed a Quest activity in which they investigated how a paleontologist might seek out 
dinosaur remains.   They also learned about the job of a paleontologist and the process taken to attain that 
career.  Students used Latin and Greek word roots to decode the names of dinosaurs and then created a dinosaur 
to reflect the unique name that they gave it.   
     In math, students began to study statistics.  We discussed the real life applications of statistics and the careers 
that use statistics most.  Students modeled leveling out stacks of cubes to model finding the mean before 
learning how to calculate the mean of a data set.  Students explored the way to find the median and mode as 
well.  Students also worked to master the skill of finding the mean absolute deviation of a set of numbers.  After 
returning from Spring Break, students explored different ways to display data such as stem and leaf plots, 
frequency tables and histograms and box and whisker plots. 
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Special Education – Albanese 

Language Arts:  

The students were working on theme essays at the beginning of the month. Then, the class went into types of 
figurative language. The types of figurative language that they learned about are alliteration, personification, 
similes, metaphors, onomatopoeia, and hyperbole. Currently, the students are reading a historical fiction book 
called Number the Stars by Lois Lowry. -Kathleen Albanese 04/2019 

!  
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Math:  

The students were working on a fractions unit for the majority of the month. They learned about prime and 
composite numbers, multiples, and factors. The second part of the chapter they learned about equivalent 
fractions, number lines including equivalent fractions, comparing and ordering fractions. Currently, the students 
are working on area and perimeter. -Kathleen Albanese 04/2019 

!  

RTI:  

The students worked on dividing with remainders and equivalent fractions. My other section of RTI also 
worked on figurative language and symbols. The use of games was used for these activities. It promotes group 
learning through games on skills in the classroom. This is a good way to review the skills that have been taught 
in regular education classes. -Kathleen Albanese 04/2019 

!  
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Special Education – Carroll 

Mrs. Carroll’s 6th Grade Math resource room 
This month the class continued their geometry unit.  Students started 3-D figures.  They learned about 

vertices, faces, and edges for the 3-D figures.  They also learned how to classify a prism versus a pyramid.  
Students took apart the 3-D figures and explored nets of square based pyramid, cub, and rectangular prism.  
Students built many nets for each.  Then students used their knowledge of nets to find surface area for those 3-D 
figures.  Students then moved on to volume.  They learned the difference between surface area and volume.  
Then they found the volume of rectangular prisms. 

The class then moved on the unit on statistics.  They learned what a statistical question is.  Then they 
learned how to look at statistical data and find mean, median, mode, and range. 

Students are using centers that focus on fluency of the four basic operations and extension activities on 
the weekly topics.  The class has also begun using Imagine Math.  They are working on their own pathways. 

 Mrs. Carroll’s 6th Grade ELA resource room 
The class continued their final novel and unit of the year.   The class learned genre driven vocabulary.  

Students focused on foreshadowing and prediction while reading.  Students analyzed character, completing a 
character chart focusing on the personality and Assignment of each character.  Students focused analysis on 
setting:  time, geographical location, general environment, social/political environment.  Students discuss how 
setting can cause conflict for the characters.  Students completed a symbolism chart for the different ages within 
the community and what they get/change at the yearly ceremony. They discussed the symbol and what it means. 

Students completed an enrichment activity creating a promotional poster for the “Ceremony of Twelve” 
from the novel.  They had to use evidence from the text and create visuals that represents key events/objects in 
the text. 

Students read All Summer in a Day by Ray Bradbury.  The short story is also in the genre of science 
fiction.  Students continued to analyze setting and the conflicts it can cause for the characters. 

Do Now activities have focused on grammar, usage, and mechanics editing of sentences. 

Mrs. Carroll’s 6th Grade Math RTI class 
Students meet on Mondays for this RTI class.  This month the class worked on area using fractional and 

decimal sides.  The class also found missing lengths or widths. 

6th Grade Social Studies ICS classes 
 This month the class finished working on Ancient China.  Students finished their lesson outline for the 
chapter.  Students then began Chapter 6:  Ancient Greece.  Students watched Brainpops on Democracy, Greek 
Gods, Wonder of the World, Homer, Copernicus, Olympics, and Athens.  Students then defined key terms for 
the chapter. 
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Special Education – Lanfranchi 

5th Grade Mathematics 
 In the month of April, students are working within Topic 6 which includes multiplying with decimals.  
Students first learned the process of moving a decimal point in a number when multiplying by 10, 100, or 1000.  
Next, students learned the steps to multiply a decimal by a whole number to make sure they are multiplying and 
moving the decimal point correctly in the product.  Our class has also continued to use ThinK Through Math 
weekly to reinforce math skills and prepare for the NJSLA.  

5th Grade Language Arts 
During the month of April, our class continued discussing a variety of reading skills and strategies to 

help with comprehension.  We worked on strategies such as compare/contrast and problem/solution. To work on 
these strategies, students read a variety of articles  and used text features and details used to enhance their 
learning. We have used this background material to assist in comprehension of our class novel, George 
Washington Socks. 

5th Social Studies ICS 
This month our class has completed Chapter 4: Life in the Colonies to discuss how environment and 

location influence where people live and what they do there. Our class has begun Chapter 5: Settlements Take 
Root and discussed why immigrants leave their homelands because of political and economic troubles, for 
economic opportunities, or to find freedom of religion. 

5th Science ICS 
Our class explored and learned how the hydrosphere as well as other earth’s systems are constantly 

interacting during the month of April. We watched videos about natural disasters and created graphs to find out 
how much water is available in the world. One of our STEM activities included the building of a filter that 
would help to clean dirty water.  We further explored how the hydrosphere, atmosphere, biosphere and 
geosphere interact during natural disasters.  

5th Grade RTI 
To further practice working on identifying main ideas of a text, students have been reading various 

articles and completing center activities. 

 Special Education – Panayoti  
  
G. Panayoti, Grade 6 Math  

This month the class continued their geometry unit. Using hands on activities and geometric models, the 
students went from 2D shapes to 3D figures. They learned about vertices, faces, and edges for the 3D figures.  
They also learned how to classify a prism versus a pyramid.  Students took apart the 3D figures and explored 
nets of square based pyramid, cube, and rectangular prism.  Students built many nets for each shape.  Then 
students used their knowledge of nets to find surface area for those 3-D figures.  Students then moved on to 
volume. They learned the difference between surface area and volume. Then they found the volume of 
rectangular prisms. 
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G. Panayoti/English with Ms. Borrelli 
The class continued reading The Giver, the final novel of the year.   The class learned genre vocabulary. 

Students focused on foreshadowing and prediction while reading the novel. Students analyzed the characters in 
the novel, completing a character chart focusing on the personality and Assignment of each character. Students 
completed a symbolism chart for the different ages within the community and what they get/change at the 
yearly ceremony. They discussed the symbol and what it means. 

Lastly, the students completed an enrichment activity creating a promotional poster for the Ceremony of 
Twelve from the novel.  They had to use evidence from the text and create visuals that represents key events/
objects found in the novel.  

ESL – Manicone 

At the beginning of April, the class finished up figurative language.  We practiced and brainstormed examples 
for hyperbole, personification, and more.  After testing the material, we moved into a unit on historical fiction.  
We started with some background on World War II and the Holocaust.  We started reading “Number the Stars”.  
While reading students are asked to describe the scene in the book, explain what is happening, respond to 
questions about the text using RACE, and complete various writing activities.   

Art – C. Sterba 

Grade 4 Art- Students finished working on artwork based off of the style of Andy Warhol. In the style of his 
celebrity Pop-Art portraits, the students created self portraits, then using different color schemes to fill them in 
they discovered how their image was affected. 

Grade 5 Art – Students continued working on perspective drawing. Focusing on one-point perspective, the 
students used the skills they gained from the exercises that accomplished last month to create an art gallery 
display of their own work. 

Grade 6 Art- Students started the design of a alter ego sculpture in their sketchbooks after learning about how 
artist/director Tim Burton works on character design.  

Music – J. Sterba 

Each month in all general music class we learn songs that celebrate patriotism and special holidays. Our 
patriotic song for the month of April was “God Bless the USA”.  The students also learned to sing “Mercy, 
Mercy Me” by Marvin Gaye in honor of Earth Day. 

Fourth grade 
Instrument Families of the Orchestra. This unit was designed for the purpose of providing students with an 
opportunity to explore the musical instrument families. We introduced musical instruments to students through 
demonstration and worksheets. Due to the fact that technology is so prominent in their everyday lives, we also 
are using technology as a tool to help to keep them engaged in learning about Music and perhaps boost 
creativity and academic success as well. That is why we also use the Carnegie Hall based website: http://
listeningadventures.carnegiehall.org/index.aspx.  In the listening adventure “Benjamin Britten’s Guide to the 
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Orchestra” students go an an African safari adventure finding and discovering new information about the 
instruments of the orchestra. 

Fifth graders  
Students in fifth grade have finished their unit on Musical Composition by composing their very own song.  
Students used all of the knowledge they have acquired in class since September to take on challenge.  The 
results have shown the originality, creativity, and spirit of our talented youngsters in 5th grade. Bravo! 

Sixth graders  
Much of the music you hear in your community has its origins in the musical and cultural heritage of other 
countries.  This month in music Unit 3 “Music in Our Communities” begins by having students spend time 
experiencing the traditional folk music, dance and customs of different countries. It continues by traveling back 
home and discussing music in their home community.  Students talked about performances in their home town 
such as Music in the parks and parades.  Inspired by rap artist Chris Judah-Lauder students created their own 
raps about what types of things they would see at their local community park.  We then discussed parades such 
as the Macy’s Day parade and the Disneyland electrical parade.  Students then decided what types of music they 
would have performed in a local parade held in their home town. 

BAND 
Instrumentalists are hard at work preparing for our concert on June 6, 2019  Full band rehearsals consist of a 
rhythmic warm-up followed by a run-through of the pieces we will perform.  Lessons consist of a rhythmic 
warm-up, breath support practice, articulation skill work, inner ear practice, scale work, and note-reading ability 
followed by practice of our repertoire. 

Library/Media – Diaz 

WRIS Media students have been working on research projects for Earth Day.   Students were able to pick their 
own Earth Day topics  to research. They used what they learned about the Dewey Decimal System along with 
their technology skills as part of their research development. Students will then have the opportunity to present 
their findings to the class (optional).  
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Circulation Reminder 
Books must be returned before the end of the school year. I plan on sending out reminders very soon. We do not 
charge fines for overdue books. However, fines are charged for lost or damaged books. Report cards will not be 
issued at the end of the year to students who have overdue books or unpaid fines. 

Physical Education – Rella 

For the month of April, students have been practicing and developing necessary personal performance skills for 
a variety of team/game sports. To accomplish this, they have been engaging in different activities, such as 
kickball, volley catch, pillo polo, and prison ball. While playing these games, students demonstrated the use of 
offensive, defensive and cooperative strategies, as well as, applied the rules/procedures for these sports. They 
also compared the responsibilities of players/officials and recommended strategies to enhance sportsmanship-
like behavior.   

Speech – Pittaro 

Therapy Session Activities: 

Speech-Language therapy took place in the classroom and speech-therapy room. Students participated in group 
and/or individual sessions which were tailored to each child’s individual needs. 

April focused on Earth Day and spring activities.  Students practiced their articulation skills by coming up with 
spring themed words which had their sounds in them. Students who were working on expressive langue skills 
improved their skills through syntax and vocabulary. Additionally, students created Earth Day pledges with their 
articulation sounds or with new vocabulary words they learned.  Students who were working on receptive 
language skills answered inferential and factual questions, sequenced, and recalled information pertaining to 
Earth Day. Many of the goals worked on included mastering a particular sound such as /s/ /z/ /th/ /r/ /l/ /sh/and /
ch/ and increasing vocabulary, comprehension, and inferencing skills. 

!  
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STEM Club – Oppido 

The sixth grade STEM Club members started this month.  We had our meetings on April 3rd and 10th.  During 
the first meeting, the group started working on paper circuits.  I made copies of a few different types and they 
immediately went to the most challenging ones first.  I tried to explain that it was harder than it looked, but 
none of them listened.  Needless to say, not one of them was successful in making the red light turn on.  Toward 
the end of the meeting, the group got crafty and admitted their defeat but were still determined to make the light 
bulb turn on.  So they pushed aside the rules and the papers they were given and they tried to make the light 
bulb light on their own.  Luckily, they were successful!  

During the second meeting, they decided that they wanted to work on the chemical reaction rockets.  They 
followed the directions in making the rockets, which took a lot longer than I anticipated.  We went outside a few 
minutes earlier and we tried to launch their rockets.  All but two were successful.  I think the two that didn’t 
work, would have, but the group was getting antsy and didn’t want to wait any longer.   
Below are some pictures from this meeting. 

!       !      !  
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Drama Club – Muscle 

The Drama Club continued to meet regularly to practice for our Spring musical. We met on April 3rd and 
10th to continue to practice our play, My Son Pinocchio. Each week we run through our lines, practice stage 
blocking, and practice our songs. We have broken into groups and practice certain scenes on designated day. We 
started ticket sales on April 18th and we look forward to using the new microphone system purchased by the 
PTA during our next practices. 

Choir Club – Manolakakis 

Club/Activity

April	–	WR	Jr/Sr	HS	–	Vocal	Ensemble	2019	
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Sign in Sheets are available upon request. 

Safety Patrol – Johnson 

The Safety Patrol members are winding down as our year comes to a close.  We will be introducing the current 
5th graders to the idea of becoming members of the WRIS Safety Patrol when they return in September.  A 
meeting will be held for those 5th graders who are interested in joining our squad.  We will get the applications 
started in May and hopefully have a squad in place for the first day of school. 

Meeting	Date(s)
All	Meetings	are	held	in	the	WRIS	Music	Room	on	Wednedays	from	3pm	–	3:45pm.			

○ April: 3, 10, 17 

Agenda

Rehearsal:			
4/3/19	-	19	Students	attended	
4/10/19	-		14	Students	attended	
4/17/19	-		23	Students	attended	

All	Rehearsals	
● Sign-In	Sheet	
● Basic	Sight	reading	-	How	to	look	at	music,	symbols	(notes/rests/staff/system)	
● Sing	through	songs	

○ This	is	Me	
○ Get	Back	Up	Again	
○ The	Greatest	Showman	
○ Remember	Me	

Activities/Fund-Raisers/Field	Trips

Spring Concert 6/6/19 

Students	Present
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Art Club/Stage Crew -Carroll 

Meeting on April 2, 2019 (5th/6th grade)-10 members attended 

Meeting on April 16, 2016 (5th/6th grade-8 members attended 

Meeting this month focused on collaboration with the WRIS drama Club.  The young artists have been working 
on the set, props, and costumes for the play My Son Pinocchio.  Students created fairy wings for costumes.  
They also made  wooden planks 6 sided cubes for the set.  Students are learning about how art is used in theater 
and how size of images and bold colors are emphasized.  Agendas/how to-s were created for each project for 
students to use a a guide.  Students learned to work together to achieve a goal.  The students also collaborated 
with the band and choir for their spring concert.  The young artists made decorations to emphasize spring and 
selected songs from the performance. 

Stage Crew Monthly Report:  April 2019 
Betty Carroll 

 Stage crew members rehearsed their roles behind the scenes of Alice in Wonderland.  They began using 
props, learning music cues, and creating magic with lighting.  They helped put together costumes the art club 
members created.  They also learned about organization of props for scenes.  The crew members took their 
places backstage.  They also lent their skills as moving props on stage. 

April 17, 2019:  Initial meeting 12 members in attendance 
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This month the art club also collaborated with the band and choir.  They are creating decorations for the 
spring concert.  Students colored images of trolls, dinosaurs, and more to add to the stage for the concert. 

!  
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Student Council - Negro 

May 9, 2019  Meeting with Student Council Members 

● discuss Pajama Program Spirit Day and fundraiser 
● Teacher Appreciation gifts and notes 

students in attendance: 

May 16, 2019  Meeting with Student Council Members 

● create posters for PJ day 
Journalism – Diaz 

The Journalism club students worked extra hard on interviewing people of interest, researching their topics and 
sketching out comics to add to the May Gazette. 
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The	WRIS	Gaze,e

15th	Edition May		2019

�
Perigan	falcoln	Animal	of	the	month		
by	Dean	Mahbub.		
The	peregrine	is	a	highly	successful	
example	of	urban	wildlife	in	much	of	
its	range,	taking	advantage	of	tall	
buildings	as	nest	sites	and	an	
abundance	of	prey	such	as	pigeons	
and	ducks.	Both	the	English	and	
scientiYic	names	of	this	species	mean	
"wandering	falcon,"	referring	to	the	
migratory	habits	of	many	northern	
populations.			 	 	
� 	
May		Celebrity	Birthdays	
By	Autumn	H.	
Bing	Crosby	
Sally	Ride	
Dwayne	Johnson	
David	Beckham	

Environmental	Topics:	
Pollution	in	our	Oceans	

�

For	 the	 students,	 by	 the	
students!	
Wacky	Holiday	in	May	
By:	Mikaela-Felice	Aranez	

There	 are	many	wacky	 holidays	 in	
May	you	may	not	even	know	about!	
Here	 are	 3	 wacky	 holidays.	 The	
Yirst	 one	 is	 Clean	 Up	 Your	 Room	
Day,	it’s	probably	kids	least	favorite	
holiday	 of	 all	 time.	 Where	 instead	
of	parents	cleaning	up,	the	kids	are	
cleaning	up.	The	second	one	is	Hug	
Your	 Cat	 Day,	 not	 much	 to	 say	
about	 th is	 ho l iday,	 jus t	 an	
ex t reme ly	 random	 ho l i d ay	
someone	 thought	 about.	 It	 is	 also	
celebrated	 on	 June	 4th.	 The	 last	
holiday	 is	 National	 Lost	 Sock	
Memorial	 Day,	 it’s	 a	 holiday	 to	
honor	 the	 socks	 you’ve	 lost	 over	
the	last	years.	Guess	we	all	have	to	
move	 one	 and	 buy	 a	 few	 more	
pears	of	socks.

Late	Breaking	News:	
Snow	Days	are	being	given	back	to	our	
school	district.	May	24th	&	28th!	

	

You	Said	Tt!	
The	most	popular	answers	to	May	

ques8ons.		
By	Carly	Herman	

1-	Do	you	do	anything	for	Memorial	
Day?	
yes____90%_______	
No	____20%_______	

2-	Do	you	celebrate	Cinco	de	Mayo?	
Yes____30%_______	
No____80%_______	

3-	Do	you	get	a	giM	for	your	mom	on		
Mother's	Day?	
Yes____100%______*	
No	____10%_______	

*There	were	11	students	surveyed.  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Rebecca Landes  
English Language Arts Grade 7 
Grade 7 Language Arts students finished reading The Outsiders--focusing on plot, characterization, point of 
view, and setting. They have also learned new vocabulary from their reading, and defined and completed 
original sentences based on these words. Students also play “Quizlet Live” to study for their vocabulary 
quizzes. Assessments have included chapter quizzes, guided reading questions, small-group discussions, 
homework, and participation. The students also finished reading the play, A Raisin in the Sun, focusing on the 
essential question: Why was the American Dream so difficult to attain for African Americans during the 1950s. 
We watched the film versions of both The Outsiders and A Raisin in the Sun. The students will begin reading 
Call of the Wild and will do a research project on the Yukon Gold Rush. 
English Resource Grade 10 
The students have been working on weekly Wordly Wise vocabulary by completing exercises from the 
workbook. Students also play “Quizlet Live” to study for their vocabulary assessments. Grade 10 students also 
began reading The Boy in the Striped Pajamas. English Assessments have included guided reading questions, 
quizzes, class participation, and homework. 
English Resource Grade 11  
The students have been working on weekly Wordly Wise vocabulary by completing exercises from the 
workbook. Students also play “Quizlet Live” to study for their vocabulary assessments. Grade 11 students also 
began reading That Was Then, This is Now. English Assessments have included guided reading questions, 
quizzes, class participation, and homework. 

Pete Forman 
11th Grade Language Arts 
Students are currently reading the works of Langston Hughes and comparing the Harlem Renaissance to the 
American poetry we have read throughout the year. In addition, students are also working with the works of 
local author William Carlos Williams from Rutherford, New Jersey. Students are also working on practice 
college admission essays.  
11th Grade Language Arts Honors 
In an honors extension, students are working in collaborative groups to compare the Harlem Renaissance to 
other artistic movements around the world. Honor’s students will incorporate their analysis into their Socratic 
group discussions and websites. Students are working on oral presentation skills as well in their preparations for 
end of year presentations.  

Kimberly Millar 
English II and English II Honors 
The English II classes are finishing an interdisciplinary unit on the Vietnam War. Students completed an online 
Scavenger Hunt to create a timeline starting with the events leading up to the Vietnam War and ending in 1982 
with the dedication of the Vietnam Memorial. Students also read Wilfred Owen’s descriptive poem, Dulce et 
Decorum Est, after which students wrote poems that express their personal views on war. The classes are almost 
finished reading Tim O’Brien’s war story, The Things They Carried.   Students will be assigned culminating 
project options that depict common themes addressed in the novel and students’ perceptions of each character as 
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revealed through the plot.  The English II classes also continue to prep for the upcoming ELA section of the 
NJSLA test. 

Valerie Hunter 
English I 
English I classes finished reading Romeo and Juliet, and took a test on the play. They completed their choice of 
culminating projects, including writing a sequel about a surviving character, creating their own version of a 
scene, or writing an analytical essay. Students have begun a unit on poetry by defining poetic terms. Students 
also continued to improve their vocabulary, and reviewed the proper usage of apostrophes. 
English I Honors 
English I Honors students began a unit on poetry by defining and creating examples of poetic terms. They also 
read and wrote poems with specific sensory imagery, explored a variety of poetic forms, and analyzed poems 
read in class. Additionally, the class read Art Spiegelman’s Maus: A Survivor’s Tale independently, and 
answered open ended questions about the book to hone their critical reading, writing, and thinking skills. 
Students also continued to improve their vocabulary, and reviewed title punctuation. 

Christine Green 
English 4 
Students are completing the British Literature textbook with the Modern Period.  They have studied the poetry 
of WWI and WWII created by soldiers  
who wrote of their war experience.  They have also studied the writing of Winston Churchill through the 
analysis of his speeches.  They will be completing a Writing Portfolio as a project and continue their in class 
writing and reading. 
English 4 Hrs 
The Honors class has been reading the literature of the British Modern period and is now reading poetry of 
Ireland.  They have worked in learning teams and have analyzed poems by poets such as Seamus Heaney and 
Eavan Boland.  They read the famous "Wartime Speech" by Winston Churchill and also poetry written by those 
who experienced WWI and WWII. They will complete a writing project. 
English 4 AP 
The AP class has been very busy preparing for the AP Literature exam in May.  They have been reading, writing 
under timed conditions, and reviewing all literary terms.  They have worked very hard this year and we wish 
them good luck on the test! 

Melissa Papp 
Grade 8 English Language Arts 
After preparing for and taking the NJSLA English Language Arts assessments, in April, the eighth graders are 
completing their studies of Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, and are going to be taking a summative assessment.  
Additionally, students have continued work with close reading with Common Lit and Zaner Bloser’s Strategies 
for Writers, using the text and resources to write a letter to their favorite teachers for Teacher Appreciation Day. 
Grade 8 English Language Arts, Honors 
The honors students focused on preparing for PARCC through Literary Analysis. They also are beginning their 
reading of Roll of Thunder, Hear my Cry: discussing the accuracy of the historical account as well as other 
themes.  Additionally, the honors students have continued work with close reading and Zaner Bloser’s Strategies 
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for Writers, using the text and resources to write a letter to their favorite teachers for Teacher Appreciation Day.  
Finally, the have been reading and analyzing student choice novels in weekly book clubs. 

Matthew Bogert 
English 7 
Throughout the month of April students continue to develop their writing skills through the use of Strategies for 
Writers. The students have begun reading the novel The Call of the Wild by Jack London identifying the major 
literary elements. Students continue to be tested on their knowledge of the novel and vocabulary used 
throughout. Students will continue to work on their reading comprehension and development of writing skills. 
Seventh grade students have already participated in NJSLS state assessment. 

English 7 Honors 
The Honors class is now reading the novel Night by Elie Wiesel and The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien. Students 
continue to develop their reading comprehension and their writing skills through the use of Strategies for 
Writers. Seventh grade students have already participated in NJSLS state assessment.  
 

Lara Schmitt 
Eng. IV 
Resource Support Center 
The Seniors have continued in their reading and analyzing of William Shakespeare’s Macbeth.  While reading, 
they have answered various levels of questions while pushing their thinking to apply the text to real life and real 
world examples and situations.  In the upcoming weeks, the students will end their studies and time at Wood-
Ridge Junior/Senior High School by participating in numerous activities, such as prom, a grade level field trip, 
and graduation, all of which are predicted to generate bittersweet emotions from them and their friends and 
families. 
The British Literature students look forward to finishing up their studying of Macbeth before they engage in 
these exciting yet sentimental Senior year activities! 
English I 
Resource Support Center 
The English I students have continued reading Laurie Halse Anderson’s novel, Speak.  They have showed their 
level of comprehension of the text by answering in a variety of formats different types of questions.  To further 
push their thinking and speaking and listening skills, the students have had to use their understanding of the 
topic of depression, which they thoroughly researched in the third marking period, to generate conclusions and 
opinions about the story’s protagonist and narrator, supporting their theses with specific evidence and examples 
from the text and real life. 
The freshmen students look forward to simultaneously finishing up both their novel and their fourth marking 
period! 
8th Grade English 
Resource Support Center 
The eighth grade students have continued reading Mildred D. Taylor’s novel Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry.  As 
they have read and in preparation for entering high school next year, they have been working on their 
summarizing skills as well as their ability to distinguish between important vs. unimportant text details. 
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 Furthermore, they have been using the vivid imagery and other figure language featured in order to make 
“mind movies” while analyzing how an author’s word choice affects the tone, mood, and meaning of a text. 
The students look forward to progressing further into their novel study where they will be posed with the task of 
comparing and contrasting in the injustices of life in the South in the 1930’s to today’s society. 

Kelly Manicone 
ESL  
This month students finished up a unit on public speaking.  They completed six presentations throughout the 
unit.  They were graded and evaluated themselves on volume, articulation and clarity, tone, eye contact and 
body language.  Both the students and teacher saw improvement in the presentations.  This month, we also 
finished some speaking activities.  Both classes role played speaking in different real life scenarios.  Lastly, this 
month we continued reading The Tuskegee Airmen.  Students took turns reading and responding to different 
questions.  We reviewed and took a test on the novel, both classes did well.  Before we left for break, we 
watched the movie about The Tuskegee Airmen.  They students appreciated watching the movie which 
enhanced what they had just finished reading.   

Social Studies Department 
Steve Schneidman 
8th grade honors class 
They have finished the chapter called New Movements in America, which includes immigration and the growth 
of the cities, especially New York, the growth of American styles of writing and art, reform movements, the 
movement to end slavery and the beginnings of the women’s movement. They are currently in the chapter 
entitled A Divided Nation, which included the topics, the Compromise of 1850, Kansas-Nebraska Act, and the 
beginning of the Civil War. 
After the chapter test they will be writing a newspaper article. 
8th grade general education 
Students are working on chapter 14, New Movements in America, topics include immigration, growth of the 
cities, reform movements, including abolition and women’s rights.  
The class has spent time on geography, learning the map of the U.S. 
7th grade general education  
They have finished the chapter on forming a government with the topics of the Articles of Confederation, 
Shay’s Rebellion, the Constitutional Convention, the compromises that made up the writing of the Constitution. 
The students had a project.  It was a bio-poster. The students had to pick a figure from the American Revolution, 
do research, a then make a poster of that person. 

Gianna Catalano  
US History I 
After completing the Progressive Era unit, students started to explore American Imperialism. Students had to 
analyze how American imperialism compared to other countries imperial empires around the world. The class 
then analyzed the poem The White Man’s Burden and created their own poems about imperialism. Students then 
started learning about the Spanish American war and how the United States got involved in Cuba, Hawaii, the 
Philippines, and Guam. Students will be starting a Document Based Question essay in which they will have to 
decide if the United States overstepped their boundaries by having a presence in the Philippines. They will need 
to use documents in order to support their stance on the issue.   

Superintendent’s Monthly Report 
April, 2019 

!50



World History  
The students started off this month learning about the causes of World War I. The class completed a Document 
Based Question essay in which they had to decide what the underlying cause of World War I was and explain 
their reasoning using documents. Students then explored the different military technology that was created and 
used during World War I and how each weapon led to mass destruction of lives. Students then learned how the 
Russian Revolution affected the war along with the addition of the United States onto the battlefield. The class 
then analyzed the unfair treaty that would eventually lead to World War II. The students are now starting to 
analyze and explore the connections between World War I and World War II.  
The 1960’s 
Students continued to explore the 1960’s by focusing on LBJ’s presidency and the impact he had on the United 
States at the time. Students read and analyzed his Great Society programs and had to decide which programs 
they felt were successful. This unit led the class into the Vietnam War, where they were able to learn about the 
war from different perspectives. They started by reading and analyzing the soldier’s perspective of the war, then 
they focused on the anti-war movement back at home, as well as the media and how they portrayed what was 
going on in Vietnam. The students watched The Post and had to decide if they believed the newspapers had the 
right to publish the Pentagon Papers or if it really was a risk to the country’s safety. Students will now have 
many options of projects that they will get to choose from surrounding the Vietnam War.  

Stephanie Gaven 
US History I and Honors 
During the month of April US History I students finished learning about the Progressive Era, a time period that 
forever changed the United States. What would our nation be like if women could not vote? If we did not 
directly elect our senators? If there were no regulations on how our food was produced? If there were no laws 
preventing the complete destruction of our wildlife?  We can thank the Progressive presidents and activists for 
ensuring these reforms were put in place. As we move toward American Imperialism, students are learning how 
we became a world power and how reformer Teddy Roosevelt’s foreign policy will bring us there.   
Public Speaking 
In April students prepared for and presented persuasive speeches. Students selected topics of interest to them, 
evaluated and analyzed sources as they performed research, and practiced creating powerful closing statements 
using Monroe’s Motivated Sequence. After presentations students will be delving into the expectations of the 
interview process.   
Sociology 
In April we finished our study of socialization and social stratification! We first debated the socialization issue 
“nature vs. nurture” and evaluated the impact that social institutions have on our lives. Next we “looked 
ourselves in the mirror” to determine who we are and what roles we play. To finish out the month students 
completed a lab in which they created monthly budgets for a family of upper, middle and lower classes.  We 
then began our study of crime and  deviance as we evaluated key terms that go along with obedience, 
conformity, and social control as well as analyzed what role these ideas play in our society.   

Kim Forsyth 
7th Grade 
This month the topic of focus has been the United States Constitution.  We began by determining why there was 
a need for a new set of principles to guide our country and identifying the problems that our nation faced as a 
result.  We discussed the purpose of the Preamble to the Constitution and even memorized the main points with 
the help of a time-honored song from SchoolHouse Rock.  Students then translated the Articles and 
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Amendments into “modern language” to gain a true understanding of what the framers were trying to protect for 
the American people.  We concluded the month with a real-life application of the Constitution on modern day 
situations.  Students especially enjoyed learning about the process to become an American citizen and took a 
sample test to see if they could become a citizen all over again through the naturalization process. 

Victor Minnocci 
U.S. History II 
This month we explored the individuals, organizations, and events that contributed to the civil rights movement 
of the 1950s-1970s.  We traced the movement back to the initial court cases and individuals who sparked the 
fight for equal rights and analyzed the decisions made by those in leadership positions.  We look forward to our 
upcoming chapter where we will learn about the the Vietnam War era. 
Law   
The classes began the month analyzing Crime in America. Exploring the nature of crimes, crimes on campus, 
weapons at school, gangs and crime, guns and the law, substance abuse and crime, victims of crime, preventing 
and reporting crimes. The classes completed chapter problems and law in action activites. Currently the classes 
are analyzing criminal law. State and federal crimes, classes of crimes, parties to crimes, crimes of omission, 
preliminary crimes. The classes are about to begin crimes against a person. 
Current Issues  
The class continues to explore current events. National, international, and local events  are explored. The 
presidency, the economy, politics and crimes are all addressed by the students. The student’ complete a daily 
5w’s on an assigned topic of the day. 
Honors U.S. II  
The class began the month analyzing U. S. involvement in Vietnam. The class explore the U.S. support of the 
French in their fight with communist forces. This led to JFK sending advisor to South Vietnam and the eventual 
escalation by LBJ. The class explored U.S. strategy and the NVA/Vietcong strategy. The class completed a 
project “Who Fought and Who Didn’t.” The class is continuing to explore the Vietnam War and the students are 
creating a portfolio on the war. Currently the class is exploring the legacy of the wat. 
APUSH  
The class began the month analyzing LBJ’s Great Society, programs, legislation passed and the legacy of LBJ’s 
presidency. The election of 1968 and the Democratic Convention in Chicago was explored, Nixon’s presidency, 
his foreign policies succcesses, and Watergate, his resignation. The Ford and Carter years were analyzed.  The 
1970’s economy and the OPEC oil embargo and the Iran Hostage Crisis were discussed. The class began 
analyzing the election of 1980 and the Reagan Revolution. Currently the class is reviewing for the AP exam 
May 10th. 

Mallory Garvin 
World History and World History Honors: 
20 years to the entirety of the history of the world is merely the blink of an eye. And that is exactly the time it 
takes for World War II to begin after the conclusion of WWI. During April, all World History courses discussed 
the rise of the Great Dictators in Europe in the chaos and aftermath of post WWI. Stalin, Mussolini and Hitler 
take over very similarly which is apparent when learning their backgrounds.  

Students were assigned The Interview with the Past project. In this project, students can interview a parent/
grandparent, family member, neighbor or teacher about what life was like for them growing up. While the 
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school year wraps up we are learning about WWII and the Holocaust and the impact of these major historical 
events on our world today.  
AP United States Government and Politics 
AP Government focused on finishing up the coursework on linkage institutions before reviewing for the AP 
Government Exam on May 3rd. In 2019, the impact of the media (social media and the press0 have on elections 
is undeniable. The class looked into various news stories in search of media bias and to discover how news 
outlets play a large role in the success of politicians.  

With current events constantly keep us busy the class did try to remain focused on the AP Test which is largely 
made up of Supreme Court Cases. Utilizing programs such as Albert and Khan Academy Ms. Garvin has no 
doubt that the students will be successful on the AP Exam.  

National Honor Society  
Over Spring Break, on April 23rd, National Honor Society went to Habitat for Humanity of Paterson! 

Class of 2019 
The Class of 2019 has been very busy working on prom, the yearbook, and end of the year festivities! Counting 
down to June 21st and graduation! 
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Science Department 
Ted Colarusso 
Medical Terminology 
Students continue learning “The Language of Medicine.”  Memorization, props, worksheets, reading X-ray, CT 
scans and videos of actual surgeries, each followed by class discussion are important to the classwork as always. 
Students expand their knowledge of medical language by expanding into body organ systems. Presently they are 
working on terms connected with the “Musculoskeletal System”. Discussion is a major part of the course. 
Students are using the terms in medical conversations as often as possible discussing origin and insertion points 
throughout the body. Students study where the muscles originate, and how they effervesce resulting in various 
degrees of contraction / extension, as well as range-of-motion.  Students continue experience surgical 
procedures and the language the physician would use in surgeries involving joint repair / replacement. 

! !  
  

Anatomy & Physiology 
Students are currently studying the endocrine system, detailing the target cell theory in receptor-related 
hormones.  Each endocrine gland is discussed with related hormone contribution, in addition to hormone-related 
systemic disorders.  Next, students will cover the  lymph / Immune systems, and will identify physiological 
functions of the inflammatory reaction, as well as antigen-antibody complexes.   In addition, students are 
learning about the B-Cell and T-Cell mediated immune response in conjunction with the clonal expansion of 
immune cells. Active and passive immunity mechanisms are also explored.  Through discussion and research, 
students summarize the specific types of WBC along with the pathogen (s) responsible for triggering a rise in 
each specific WBC type. Finally, students will discuss autoimmune disease, tissue rejection and the role of HIV 
in AIDS.        
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Biology  
The Biology classes are finishing their unit of meiosis and Mendelian Genetics and will begin to study the 
concepts of evolution, natural selection and population growth within an ecosystem. Students have worked on 
genetic word problems involving monohybrid, dihybrid, incomplete dominance, codominance and sex-linked 
traits  In addition, students are preparing for the upcoming NJSLA exam for all students in grade 11. Students 
will end their studies in this course with a unit on dissection (students may opt out of any dissecting experience 
and elect to complete an alternate assignment). 

!  !  

42ND STREET Performance - April 5-7, 2019 

Congratulations to the cast and crew of “42ND STREET” for their truly outstanding performance! The months 
of hard work and your incredible talents gave the audience a most memorable performance. A special 
congratulations goes out to the senior cast members - your talents have graced our stage through the years and 
the memories you created will live forever!  
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Doubravka Hausner 
Honors Chemistry 
In honors chemistry classes, we covered the remainder of unit of chemical reactions. Students were actively 
engaged in 2 laboratory investigations, investigating the activity series of metals and types of chemical 
reactions. Second lab was followed by a full lab report. These labs wrapped up the unit of chemical reactions 
and students took an unit test. 
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Chemistry 
In Chemistry classes, we covered the remainder of unit of chemical reactions. Students were actively engaged in 
2 laboratory investigations, investigating the activity series of metals and types of chemical reactions. Second 
lab was followed by a full lab report. These labs wrapped up the unit of chemical reactions and students took an 
unit test. 

!  

Forensics 
In Forensics students are learning about DNA analysis. Students completed two gizmo investigations and 
finished their annotated bibliography for their final paper.  
Students are currently learning about forensic anthropology and writing their final famous case research paper.  

Jonathan Hassinger 
Physics and Physics Honors 
In Physics we concluded the study of Momentum and have begun the study of Electrodynamics. Students will 
be using this chapter next year when they study Chemistry. Physics Honors students have concluded the study 
of circuits and will now be studying Magnetism. This chapter students in Honors Physics will be engaging in 
the Electromagnet Challenge. 
AP Physics 
Students in AP Physics have concluded the material needed to be covered before the AP Test. For the rest of the 
week we will be reviewing for the AP test. After the AP Test students will be designing their own experiments to 
be conducted during class. 

Jacqueline Sanzari  
8th Grade Science  
During the month of April, students in the 8th grade completed their study of Electricity and Magnetism.  Using 
hands-on and virtual labs students explored magnetic fields, magnetic interactions and electromagnets.  
Students enjoyed using Iron filings to visualize the invisible magnet fields surrounding a magnet.  Completing 
this unit students explored magnetism on a global level by researching and reading current events related to the 
movement of Earth’s magnetic field.    
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!  
 
 

!  
7th Grade Science Honors  
The 7th grade students started April by completeing their DNA ladders models and exploring the process of 
DNA replication.  Students explored how mutations can occur with base pairs and the results of these changes.   
At the completion of this unit students researched how humans use genetic information to benefit society, 
specifically students focused on how scientists are using geneticially modified mosquitos to help with the 
spread of diseases such as Malaria, Yellow fever and Dengue fever.   

Kerry Parry  
Physics, Chemistry, Tech. Ed, Astronomy 
In physics, students answered essential questions about collisions & momentum through virtual labs, problem 
solving, and constructing real-world applications. Furthermore, the students began studying the motion of 
charges, also known as electricity, and the electric force that drives this motion. The Tech Ed students from 
quarter 3 ended their term with a project on Google sites. The Tech Ed students in quarter 4 created a slideshow 
about positive internet use. Chemistry students answered essential questions about chemical reaction types, an 
completed 2 labs as real-world applications.  

The astronomy course learned about how to navigate the night sky using coordinates and types of 
constellations. This month’s astronomy observation applies the unit’s essential questions and free star map apps 
to locate 2 different types of constellations in the night sky. Furthermore, half of the astronomy students went on 
a field trip to the Rose Center for Earth and Space to explore the nature of stars and the composition of the 
universe. They met a professional astrophysicist (Dr. Tim Paglione) and had the opportunity to ask him 
questions about space.  
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Kristen Larson 
Science 7 
This month in Science 7, students focused on genetics and gene technology. Students attempted to explore 
genetics by working on punnett squares, predicting probabilities, and researching varying technologies within 
the field. Students are excited to apply their new understanding to the history of life.  
Biology 
April flew by in Biology!  We were introduced to the structure and function of DNA.  Our class was able to 
conduct the strawberry DNA extraction lab and a simulation of a DNA extraction lab online.  Our students also 
engaged in a design challenge that required building a chromosome model which represented DNA, histones, 
chromatin, and chromatids all at once.  Next month, we will finish up genetics!  

Debra Beck  
Financial Literacy  
The students learned about legal methods to use for a consumer dispute. The class investigated different 
services, products and saving vehicles that banks offer.  The students completed a checking account simulation. 
The class researched different aspects of credit. They learned about how to build and maintain a good credit 
rating and the effects of bankruptcy. The students completed Everfi modules: Payment Types and Credit Score. 
Intro to Business 
The class learned about the different functions of management and applied this to their business.  The students 
researched successful business leaders and analyzed the characteristics that made these people successful. The 
students created the second part of their business plan with management responsibilities and an organizational 
chart.  The class learned about international trade and researched trade agreements. 
Accounting 
The class learned how to process sales and purchase discounts and returns.  They also learned how to use 
special journals for different types of transactions.   
Marketing Essentials 
The students learned about different methods to manage a product throughout the different phases of a product’s 
life cycle.  They learned about the different techniques involved in creating a brand and new product 
development. The students completed a project where they created a brand that would appeal to a specific target 
market. 

Kristine Schoenig 
Math 8 
In the month of April we focused our attention on angle pair relationships. The students learned about parallel 
lines being cut by a transversal, Then they learned how to determine if two figures are congruent and similar. 
We also prepared for state testing by practicing online through Khan Academy. 
Marc Fazio 

Marc Fazio 
Algebra 1  
Students worked on writing equations using 3 different forms: standard form, point slope form and slope 
intercept form. 
Geometry  
This month, students worked on identifying the properties of quadrilaterals.  Students worked on exploring 
theorems of rhombi, rectangles and squares 
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Business Math   
During this month, students continued to work work on Discounts and Markups. Students learned to calculate 
net prices and trade discounts. 
College Math  
Students reviewed skills from Geometry including surface area and the pythagorean theorem. 

Gabe Ben-Nun 
Pre-Algebra 
 This chapter will allow students to examine scatter plots and interpret data into a graph. They will be able to 
understand different patterns and lines of best fit within graphs. They will use linear models and two variable 
data to explain real life situations. They also will examine frequencies and bivariate data.  
Algebra 2 
The unit begins with how to solve variation problems inversely and jointly. The unit then focuses on 
simplifying, adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing rational expressions. Students will be asked to solve 
rational equations and identify extraneous solutions if they exist. The unit then transitions to graphing reciprocal 
functions and their transformations. Finally, the unit concludes with graphing rational functions. 

Jim Santangelo  
Algebra I Honors 
Students completed a unit on quadratics.  In the unit, students graphed and analyzed graphs of quadratics while 
using Desmos.  Students also learned how to solve a quadratic equation using various methods.  Students are 
now spending class time reviewing for the NJSLA, which is coming up in the next couple of weeks. 

Algebra I 
Students completed a unit on linear functions as well as a unit on systems of equations and inequalities. 
 Students solved systems of equations using algebraic processes and made connections to the graphical 
representation of the system.  At month’s end, we began discussing exponential functions and will then move to 
quadratics as we get closer to the NJSLA. 
Calculus 
Students completed a unit on function and derivative analysis.  They recently started a unit on integrals.  In the 
current unit, students have defined an integral and have found integral values using both geometric formulas 
and The Fundamental Theorem of Calculus. 

Lisa Ames  
Geometry 
Students began chapter 8 by proving the Pythagorean theorem and applying it to many real world situations. 
Chapter 8 continued with special right triangles and an introduction to the three main trigonometry ratios – sine, 
cosine, and tangent. We began our study of Chapter 10 which involves determining the area of various shapes. 
We started by proving the formulas for trapezoids, kites, and rhombi using hands-on investigations. Students 
completed Khan Academy lessons related to these topics.  
Geometry Honors 
Students began chapter 8 by proving the Pythagorean theorem and applying it to many real world situations. 
Chapter 8 continued with special right triangles and an introduction to the three main trigonometry ratios – sine, 
cosine, and tangent. Students finished chapter 8 by applying the law of sines and law of cosines and reviewing 
all the trigonometry concepts we have learned. We began our study of Chapter 10 which involves determining 
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the area of various shapes. We started by proving the formulas for trapezoids, kites, and rhombi using hands-on 
investigations. Students completed Khan Academy lessons on Ch. 6 and 8  
AP Statistics  
Students reviewed all types of one and two sample hypothesis tests for a cumulative test on hypothesis testing. 
We completed the content of AP Statistics by discussing Chi Square distributions and hypothesis tests as well as 
how to test the slope of a linear regression line. Students began reviewing each of the 7 topics from our 
workbook and began completing practice multiple choice questions. We are gearing up for the AP exam on May 
16th.  
Statistics 
Students continued to work on chapter 7 which involved hypothesis testing. We completed hypothesis tests 
using means of large and small samples, and proportions. Students analyzed how a p-value determined whether 
we reject or fail to reject a hypothesis. Then, we discussed how those results determine whether we reject or 
support a claim. After completing all the hypothesis tests with one sample, we began chapter 8 which involves 
hypothesis tests with two samples. Students started a hypothesis test project where they complete a hypothesis 
test for a question they want to determine is accurate.  

Steve Olsen 
Algebra 2 Honors 
Students completed unit J covering exponentials and logarithms.  Students began Unit K covering conic 
sections.  Concepts covered exponential growth/decay, logarithms as inverses, applications in radioactive decay, 
financial rates of return, carbon dating.  Students were formally tested with a unit test and two mid unit quizzes. 
Pre-Calculus Honors 
Students completed unit M conic sections.   Students began unit N covering exponentials and logarithms. 
 Concepts include graphing and writing equations for circles, ellipses, parabolas and hyperbolas.  Students were 
formally tested with a unit test and mid unit quiz. 
Pre-Calculus CP 
Students began work on unit M conic sections.  Concepts include graphing and writing equations for circles, 
ellipses, parabolas and hyperbolas. Students were formally tested with a two mid unit quizzes. 
AP Computer Science Principles 
Students used the AP required 12 hours of classroom time to complete their create performance tasks to be 
submitted to AP on May 2. 

Ryan Burger 
Math 7 
During the first week of classes we examined circles and their circumference. They developed the knowledge of 
Pi and its symbol. During second week of classes we discussed perimeter and area of composite figures. 
Students also learned the area of shaded regions, and surface area of rectangular prisms. Also, the topic of 
proportions was reviewed and quizzed. During the third week of classes students review NJSLA practice to 
prepare for NJSLA testing. 

Alexis De Coma 
Resource Grade 7 
7th grade math is beginning to touch on the beginning skills of Geometry.  We started off this chapter by 
constructing 3 dimensional shapes with 2 dimensional shapes.  Students were able to work with these shapes, 
counting sides, angles, and faces, while looking for the surface area and volume, all skills they will need in 
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High School Geometry.  7th graders also completed their final round of STAR testing, SGO testing, and are 
preparing for PARCC. 

Physical Education 
Andrea Marino 
Grade 8/ 9 Physical Education   
My PE classes are participating in REC GAMES.  These games have included the following, Steal the Football, 
Crazy Kickball, One-Pitch wiffle ball, Newcomb/Volleyball, and Knock the pin/ball, Crazy Man.  All activities 
allow maximum participation for the students and also give a variety of skills for them to use. 
Softball 
The Varsity Softball team is currently 9-6.  We have entered the county tournament for the first time since 2014. 
 The team also participated in our annual Easter Egg Hunt with our Special Needs students of Wood-Ridge.  It 
was a great event for all involved. 

Lucia DiNapoli 
Physical Education 
Physical Education classes continue a rotating schedule of fitness and wellness activities. This includes the 
following: 

• Target Heart Rate training 
• Cardiovascular Fitness 
• Muscular Endurance 
• Team Building/cooperative learning 
• Dynamic warm-ups 

Classes on alternate days have played games of Can Jam, softball & kickball games.   

Chris Lange  
10th Grade - Physical Education 
The students learned how to develop a fitness plan. Students learned Weight training using machines and free 
weights. Students learned cardio workouts and how to monitor their target Heart Rate Zone. Students performed 
dynamic warm up/flexibility exercises. Students learned core training and how to incorporate stability balls and 
additional training equipment into their workouts.  Students are able to choose an activity on non-Fitness Days. 
These include volleyball, badminton, speedball and basketball. Students were instructed in rules, fundamentals 
and techniques pertaining to each activity.    
8th Grade Physical Education 
The students learned how to develop a fitness plan. Students learned weight training using machines and free 
weights. Students learned Cardio workouts and how to monitor their target heart rate zone. Students performed 
dynamic warm up/ flexibility exercises.  Students learned how to incorporate stability balls and additional 
training equipment into their workouts.  

9th Grade Physical Education 
Students learned how to develop a fitness plan.  Students learned weight training using the machines and free 
weights.  Students learned cardio workouts and how to monitor their target heart rate zones while running for 20 
minutes. Students performed dynamic warm up flexibility exercises.  Students also learned  core training and 
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how to incorporate stability balls and additional training equipment into their workouts. Students are  able to 
choose an activity .  These include Volleyball, badminton, and speedball.  Students were instructed in rules, 
fundamentals and techniques pertaining to each activity.  
12 grade Physical Education 
Students learned how to develop a Fitness plan. Students learned weight training using the machines and free 
weights. Students learned cardio workouts and how to monitor their target heart rate zones while doing 
cardiovascular activity. Students performed dynamic warm up flexibility exercises. Students also learned core 
training and how to incorporate stability balls and additional training equipment in their workouts. Students are 
able to choose an activity. These include volleyball, badminton and speedball. Students were instructed in rules, 
fundamentals and techniques pertaining to each activity.  
 
Joseph Belger 
Physical Education Grade 7  
In PE7, we start each class with a dynamic warm up or mini-game that engages all students.  From there we 
incorporated three main activities on a rotation including weight room, indoor/outdoor soccer, kickball, 
volleyball mini-games, and basketball mini-games.  Students are taken downstairs for weight room at least once 
a week, students interested in soccer or basketball will split the gym and I organize teams to rotate after a 
certain amount of points earned.  Students are given choice based options to choose which activity they would 
like to participate in and we split up the gym space/weight room in order to ensure that the majority of students 
are engaged in physical activity for as long as possible during a 57 minute class period.  Soccer usually has 2-3 
teams with 5-7 students per team.  Basketball usually has a half-court game 3v3, 4v4 or 5v5, while other lower 
level basketball players will work on mini-drills and culminate with a knock-out type game.   

Joseph Vaccaro 
Grade 7 Physical Education 
Students were in welcomed back to Physical Education. Students received a full explanation of the class rules, 
expectations, no cell phones, and jewelry for Physical Education. Emergency procedures were reviewed for all 
classes, and all students were reminded on how to behave during emergency drills.  Students were/are being 
tested on all components of fitness throughout the month.  Students continued with class in the Fitness center. 
 Student have also been required to maintain their logs based on each exercise they completed for each day. 
 Students are always reminded on how to manage their workout routines, exercise safely and with spotter/
partner, they are also given lessons to understand the importance of these exercise in relation to lifelong fitness. 
 In addition, we added a regular cardio vascular workout day to the weekly schedule.  On these days each 
student is responsible for maintaining a certain Heart Rate for the duration of the exercise.  After  each cardio 
day, we proceed to stretch as a class.  

Grade 8 Physical Education  
Students were in welcomed back to Physical Education. Students received a full explanation of the class rules, 
expectations, no cell phones, and jewelry for Physical Education. Emergency procedures were reviewed for all 
classes, and all students were reminded on how to behave during emergency drills.  Students were/are being 
tested on all components of fitness throughout the month.  Students continued with class in the Fitness center. 
 Students have also been required to maintain their logs based on each exercise they completed for each day. 
 Students are always reminded on how to manage their workout routines, exercise safely and with spotter/
partner, they are also given lessons to understand the importance of these exercise in relation to lifelong fitness. 
 In addition, we added a regular cardio vascular workout day to the weekly schedule.  On these days each 
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student is responsible for maintaining a certain Heart Rate for the duration of the exercise.  After each cardio 
day, we proceed to stretch as a class.  

Grade 10 Physical Education 
Students were in welcomed back to Physical Education. Students received a full explanation of the class rules, 
expectations, no cell phones, and jewelry for Physical Education. Emergency procedures were reviewed for all 
classes, and all students were reminded on how to behave during emergency drills.  Students were/are being 
tested on all components of fitness throughout the month.  Students continued with class in the Fitness center. 
 Students have also been required to maintain their logs based on each exercise they completed for each day. 
 Students are always reminded on how to manage their workout routines, exercise safely and with spotter/
partner, they are also given lessons to understand the importance of these exercise in relation to lifelong fitness. 
 In addition, we added a regular cardio vascular workout day to the weekly schedule.  On these days each 
student is responsible for maintaining a certain Heart Rate for the duration of the exercise.  After each cardio 
day, we proceed to stretch as a class.  

Grade 12 Physical Education  
Students were in welcomed back to Physical Education. Students received a full explanation of the class rules, 
expectations, no cell phones, and jewelry for Physical Education. Emergency procedures were reviewed for all 
classes, and all students were reminded on how to behave during emergency drills.  Students were/are being 
tested on all components of fitness throughout the month.  Students continued with class in the Fitness center. 
 Students have also been required to maintain their logs based on each exercise they completed for each day. 
 Students are always reminded on how to manage their workout routines, exercise safely and with spotter/
partner, they are also given lessons to understand the importance of these exercise in relation to lifelong fitness. 
 In addition, we added a regular cardio vascular workout day to the weekly schedule.  On these days each 
student is responsible for maintaining a certain Heart Rate for the duration of the exercise.  After each cardio 
day, we proceed to stretch as a class.  
 
Media Center 

Eileen Layman 
The Wood-Ridge Jr/Sr High School Media Center is an active, participating member in the Bergen County 
Educational Library Systems. (BELS). Students have the ability to borrow books from any of the participating 
school libraries.  

CIRCULATION: 
Books: 53 

Interlibrary loans 
Borrowed :79   Lent: 1 

Students have been using the Media Center before and after school and between class periods.  
Students are now able to use the Media Center during their lunch periods 
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Life Skills Class - Grade 7 - Semester 2 - Marking Period 4 
Grade 7 students are learning to navigate the links of the subscription database, Points of View.  The database 
discusses issues in national and international news. Each topic is given an overview, a point and counterpoint of 
the issue, points to ponder and a conclusion. 
Students have chosen their own topics, including border walls, uniforms in school, censorship of music and 
abolishing the penny. Students are in groups of two: point and counterpoint. Each student designs their own 
thesis and researches the topic to support their thesis.  Students are learning to use facts not opinion to support 
their thesis.  Research will conclude in a debate format for each of the pairs.  
 
Sean Rutherford 
TV Production: 
After submitting the AAA Public Service Announcement videos for the Tri-State Poster/Video Challenge, 
students moved on to completing their How-To videos.  In the video, “How-To … Get Sick” students illustrate 
all the different ways they can get sick in a school from students not covering their mouths when they cough, 
throwing their tissues away, or washing their hands. 
 

!  

Web 2.0: 
Students are fully engulfed into their Blogs.  Each blog topic is different, but what is required are always the use 
of inserting photos, embedding videos, and attaching hyperlinks.  The students get upset with the amount of 
writing I require, but I feel it’s necessary to improve their writing skills.  They often complain that Web 2.0 isn’t 
an English class.  I inform them that writing is incredibly important and they seem to have forgotten how to do 
that.  I take off for spelling and grammar mistakes, but ultimately their writing is improving. 

  ! !  
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Introduction to Computer Science Principles 
Students are moving forward and now understanding how servers work and the amount of effort that goes into 
maintaining data and website for others to access.  The legwork required to organize and set up a server is 
immense.  I use an example of my home server than hosts my movies.  While it’s wonderful to use and exciting 
for them to see, the back-end work is exhausting.  Constantly updating the software and movies, the initial setup 
of port-forwarding and establishing an outside connection, and then the sheer number of hours taking physical 
DVDs and making them digital files on the computer.  We’ve reviewed articles and videos of Amazon’s servers, 
how it processes all its orders, prepares shipments, streams videos, uploads photos, streams audio book, etc.  
Same goes for Google, Walmart, and Apple.  We then discussed Super-Computers and IBM’s Watson was at the 
top of our list.  Students learned about Watson and its features, then watched Watson on Jeopardy defeat some 
of the smartest people to ever play the game.   
Web Design 
Students have now finalized their websites with all the necessary information.   
 

! !  

!  

Robotics 
Students are in the midst of building their stock robots.  Being the final marking period, they are a new group 
and they’re beyond excited to build since they’ve seen the rest of their grade build all year.  This group is 
progressing nicely and some groups are weeks ahead of where students normally are.  To preference their robot 
building, students watched a complete videos about current robots that exist, new robots in development, and 
factories that use an entire workforce of robots.  We discussed the pros and cons of using robots in the 
workplace.   
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Art Department  

!  
Introduction to Art -   Though it mostly rained outside during this project, our room was getting in the mood 
for the warm weather as we tuned into some island music and painted some beaches.  Through a step-by-step 
process students were continuing to learn about acrylic paints but this time the blending was kicked up a few 
levels.  Instead of blending colors of paint on the palettes before application I guided the students how to blend 
directly on the canvas.  Using one brush and no water we created a beach landscape during a warm and color 
sunset where the viewer looks out from under the silhouettes of palm trees.  Truly a happy vibe for the start of 
the marking period.  Now Students are moving onto landscapes combined with animal silhouettes created in ink 
and watercolor.  
 

!  
Dig. Photography-Nothing is more satisfying than seeing your students succeed beyond expectations.  As more 
students begin to comprehend and venture further in the photo software the classroom is accumulating fantastic 
photographs being prepped for the 2019 Art Show.  Recently, got to sneak in a picture of my son for a practice 
piece  students worked on after a presentation.  Students clip the main character of a photo and replace the 
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background with something completely different.  It’s really fun to share their work with my son and the 
students love to see his reactions I video tape for them.  Aside from learning the ins and outs of Adobe, students 
learn that sharing the art they create is important. Their visions or message in their artwork can sway other 
people's’ emotions, thoughts, and actions. 

  
Drawing - After becoming famous on the Channel 7 News, the senior drawing class took a little break to create 
a small painting.  However, now we are moving onto drawing self-portraits in graphite.  Not only is the medium 
different in being monochromatic making the students solely rely on a value scale to create the realism but the 
students will need to draw themselves from a mirror.  Gone are the days of referencing a photographs to copy 
proportions, now they are essentially drawing like the masters. 

!  

Art 8 - Students for the new marking period came in and quickly completed an updated version of the zentangle 
project where they added watercolor to contrast the black and white of the patterns.  Now we have moved onto 
creating tiny landscapes in a 6 inch circle created in ink and with several new techniques of water color the 
students are illuminating the sky within their landscape. 

Art & Design - Following many of our other classes the Art & Design students are working with watercolor as 
a medium.  Similar to the eighth grade students the upperclassmen are creating landscapes however their 
designs are detailed and several colors of the watercolor must be blended compared to just two colors blended 
together.  The outline of their project is shaped like a mason jar. 

 !  
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Alyssa Bullaro 
Culinary Arts I 
Culinary Arts II 
21st Century Life Skills 
Culinary Arts I 
For the month of April, students completed the grains unit and continued on to study meat. Students were 
divided into groups and each received a topic to focus on. Topics included beef, veal, fish, seafood, lamb, pork, 
and poultry. Students conducted research and compiled a powerpoint presentation which they presented to the 
class. Questions to research included the meat inspection act of 1906, grades of meat, nutrients we get from 
meat, and cooking methods used for meat. During presentations, the class followed along and completed notes 
that were created by each group. Once the presentation of the projects concluded, students were introduced to 
kitchen production of meat. Recipes included beef stir-fry, chicken alfredo and chicken parmesan.  

Culinary Arts II 
This month our cookbook lesson came to a close. Students were responsible for compiling each page they 
created in class over the past few months into a bound cookbook which included a cover page, a table of 
contents and various recipes students prepared in class. Afterward, the focus of this class shifted to nutrition. 
Students have been researching various vitamins and minerals, creating powerpoint presentations as small 
groups, and presenting them to their peers. Topics for the vitamin and mineral research projects include the 
sources from which the vitamins and minerals are obtained, toxicities and deficiencies of each vitamin and 
mineral, and the recommended daily intake for each vitamin and mineral.  

21st Century Life Skills 
Students have continued to study parenting and pregnancy, specifically focused on topics including various 
birth defects and postpartum complications. Students were assigned a topic and asked to research and present 
their findings to the class. Topics included cause of the birth defect or postpartum complication, cures and 
treatments, as well as the effects it has on the child. 

! !  
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Tess Iannacco 
The Italian I 
These classes begun learning new vocabulary about family members and friends. Students  learned the different 
relations one has within the nucleus of a family. They listened to authentic recordings and responded to the 
questions being posited by the speaker. Students learned  how to extract information from a letter and relay that 
information to their classmates. The pronunciation of the tonic accent was introduced and practiced. Students 
watched an authentic short film “Tutti in famiglia” to reinforce the vocabulary and the cultural concept of the 
‘family” within the context of Italian culture. Students read “La famiglia italiana” and learned how the Italian 
family evolved from the ’40 and ’50 to contemporary times. They watched a video “Baciami ancora” to further 
reinforce this societal evolvement.  
These classes are enjoyed our filed trip to see  the bilingual production of the musical “Settemondi” and enjoyed 
the singing and the interaction with the actors.  
They worked on a project called “Il mercato all’aperto” and presented to the class 
Italian II 
This class begun two new thematic units “La Spesa” and  “A Tavola”.  Students learned vocabulary related to 
shopping and groceries in particular. They assimilated the notion of combining foods and make menus related to 
important dinners. They listened to authentic conversation of Italian people going shopping and buying specific 
products.  They learned the correct phonetic pronounciation of the letters “gl”.  They watched a short film “La 
lista della spesa” entirely in Italian and were able to answer comprehension questions related to the the video. 
Culturally, they learned where Italian shop for groceries on a daily basis: Mercato o supermercato? This type of 
reading brings forth the similarities or differences ingrained in the Italian society of today. Regarding the 
structure of the language, they will learn the “passato prossimo with essere” and how to use it correctly, direct 
object pronouns, and partitives and expressions of quantity. They will work on a project called “Il mercato 
all’aperto” and which will be presented to the class. 
Italian III   
This class has commenced reading the short story “La casa sulla scogliera” entirely in Italian. Students listen to 
the story being narrated and then take turns to read it and work on the activities  presented after each chapter. 
These activities enable the students to reinforce their skills on:  i.e. comprehension, listening, adjectives, 
linguistics competencies, grammatical structure, selecting adverbs/adjectives, personality test, oral production, 
fill in the blanks etc. in class and at home.  
Italian IV  
This class began the study of media influence in our lives. We used different media, radio, newspapers, tv, 
internet, social media and how each of them contribute to the spread of information, and in most cases, 
influence global knowledge. We explored the immediate access to information both at home and outside, in 
every hour of the day and night. What use do we make of it? Are we in the position to control the enormous 
quantity of information that reaches us or are we passive victims?  Do these forms of communication show us a 
true reality or is it in some way distorted? Students discussed the many aspects this topic offers.   

Angela Daniele 
Spanish I 

• Wrote and presented dialogs on current theme vocabulary 
• Learned Ordinal Numbers 
• Learned School Subjects 
• Created “Mi Horario Escolar” – (My School Schedule) Written and Oral Presentation 
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• Began working with Pronouns, Verbs, and Verb  Conjugation in the present tense 

Spanish II 

• Daily vocabulary word drills 
• Paragraphs on themed vocabulary 
• Wrote and presented dialogs on current theme vocabulary 
• Worked with clothing vocabulary and incorporated into oral presentation  
• Wrote and presented orally  “Un Cuento Con Las Palabras Del Dia -- Mi Vida Loca” (A Story With The 

Daily Words  -- My Crazy Life) 
• Class trip to “Latin American and Spanish Flamenco Dancing” live presentation with student interaction 

at the Queen’s Theater in Queens NY.   

Joseph Mojkowski  
Spanish II 

• Exercises and short essays using the past preterite  
• Practice using adj as nouns to describe  
• Creation of a fashion magazine demonstrating knowledge of clothing and shopping vocabulary used in 

class 
Spanish III 

• Use of the verb HABER to say both what have and had done  
• Use of vocabulary related to jobs and applying for volunteer opportunities 

Spanish IV 
• Incorporation of vocabulary related to Francisco Goya  
• Introduction for next artist Francisco Goya focusing on events in Europe during Goya’s life and effect 

on world-view and themes in paintings 
• exercises and presentations related to Goya’s masterpieces El dos de mayo, El tres de mayo and La 

familia de Carlos IV and how relate to Napoleon’s invasion of Spain and Napoleonic wars in general, 
new ideas in Europe, and artists covered previously 

Spanish AP 
• short, timed grammar and comprehension practice exercises 
• timed reading and listening comprehension exercises 
• interpersonal and presentational speaking exercises 
• timed interpersonal and presentational writing pieces  

Guidance Department 
The Guidance Department has been in full testing mode this month.  NJSLA testing in both English/Language 
Arts as well as Mathematics went smoothly for all 7th and 8th graders.  Guidance has been working diligently 
on student’s schedules for the 2019-2020 school year as well as administered placement tests for all current 
6-11th grade students with a desire for entrance into an Honors/AP course for next school year.  The majority of 
our senior class have enthusiastically committed to their college of choice for next year. Mrs. Paniagua was 
pleased to induct 20 new members into the National Junior Honor Society on April 17th.  
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Athletics- April’s Superintendent’s Report  

Baseball  

! !  
Baseball is 10-5, currently 2nd place in our league behind Mary's, our only league loss.  We made the county 
tournament for the 7th time in 9 years, 6 in a row now.  We are going to Cooperstown on Mother's Day weekend 
to play Cresskill.  Our JV only has 1 loss, and our freshmen/sub-varsity team also has 1 loss.  It looks like we 
will probably be a top 8 seed in the tournament and get at least 1 home game. We also participated in and 
donated to a Pediatric Cancer Awareness game vs Cliffside Park and Autism Awareness vs Weehawken.  We had 
our Recreation Day on Saturday April 27th and it was a great turnout by future Blue Devils.  
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Softball  

!  

The Varsity Softball team is currently 9-6.  We have entered the county tournament for the first time since 2014. 
 The team also participated in our annual Easter Egg Hunt with our Special Needs students of Wood-Ridge.  It 
was a great event for all involved. We played in a Cystic Fibrosis Awareness game that Rutherford High School 
organized. Pictured above is a post game picture after defeating Cresskill in the independent game. GO BLUE 
DEVILS!!!  
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Spring Track & Field  

!  !  
Spring Track is now approaching Championship season of May but we had an INCREDIBLE month of April 
and thankfully the weather cooperated as well! While we still struggle as a team due to numbers our talent is 
undeniable! 

       
•Captains: 
       
•Johnoi Martin  
•Shaye Whaley  
•Christina Vazquez  
•Brian Waytowich  
•Nicholas Turi 
              

 NJIC Meadowlands Division League Meet Results: 
Amir Lopez -5th in 100 m and 6th in 200 m. 

Samuel Holloman- 3rd in both 100 and 200m. 

Johnoi Martin -1st in Triple and 3rd in Long Jump. 

Evan West- 4th in Long Jump. 

Angela Picheo-4th in Jav. 

Emily Gardella- 4th in 800. 

Sayd Fortuna-5th in 110 HH. 
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4 x 4 team -2nd: Amir Lopez, Nick Mychaluk, Evan West, Johnoi Martin. 

!  

Future Forecast  

Bergen County Championships 

Freshman Championship 

Sophomore Championship 

Sectionals 

We have athletes pushing themselves and trying new events all the time. This helps us as a team and further 
proves their athleticism. This is an incredible team to coach!  
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